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PREFAC!£. 



The Author of the following Letters 
arrived at Paris last year, at the interest- 
ing period of the Kitig's restoration ; and. 
when the allied troops, headed by their 
respective sovereigns, entered the capital 
of France- 



^ Being anxious to witness the second 

^ ently of the allies into that city, which, 

^ ' it was to be expected, would take place 

> after the great battle of Waterloo, the 

^ Author proceeded to Calais, as soon as 

"^ the communication was opened ; and he 

'^ had the good fortune to be again present 

^ at the extraordinary and splendid scenes 

^ which presented themselves in Paris 

^ dtuiBg the nionth of July last* 



IV PREFACE. 

. The remarks, which he had an oppor- 
tunity of making at that time, on the 
state of the public feeling, after the sud- 
den changes which had so recently taken 
place, have been confirmed by subse- 
quent events in France, Considering, 
the bustle and confusion of such a city 
aa Paris, crowded with the troops of a 
victorious army, it was extremely diffi- 
cult to write down the daily occurrences 
with that order and accuracy so desira- 
ble ; especially, as they were often com- 
mitted to paper at a late hour of the 
night, and after the fatigues of the day. 

Some of the most interesting observa- 
tions of the preceding year are referred 
to, or incorporated in these Letters, 
written to a friend in London in July, 
1815. 

From the unsettled state of France, 
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and the suspense and anxiety of every class 
as to the result of affairs, added to the 
difficulty of obtaining information, it was 
not possible to enter into a full detail of 
events ; but they are shortly described as 
they occurred^ the Author having wrote 
his remarks at the moment, according to 
the impressions which they made upon 
his mind. 



London, Oct; lith, 1815. 



PARIS, 

IN THE MONTH OF JULT^ 1815, 
SfC. 

' *'ll i'l l li M 

Dover, July 8, 181S, 
1>£AR Sill, 

I LBFT London, in my way to Dor 
ver^ on the 4th instant. The commencement of 
hostjlitiesjn the Netherlands by Buonaparte 
on the l6th ultimo, and the succession of san- 
guinary battles, in the last of which, on the 
18th, the Duke of Wellington had defeated 
him in person, having again paved the way for 
the march of the allied armies towards Paris, 
I was induced to set off for the continent, to 
witness a recurrence of that splendid scene 
which i found so interesting in the spring of 
1814, 

At eight o'clock in the morning of the 6th 
I arrived at the York Hotel, where Mr. Payn 
received me with his accustomed attention and 
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civility. I was mortified, however, to find, 
that several days had elapsed without jany inter- 
course between the two countries, by way of 
either Calais or Boulogne; and the stoppage of 
the correspondence, proving beyond a doubt 
that the allied armies had placed themselves 
between the capital (that focus of rebellion 
and intrigue) and the sea-coast — I determined 
to remain where 1. was» to be in readiness to 
avail myself of the first opportunity that might 
offer. On the morning of the 7th a cutter was 
dispatched by the Collector of the Cu&toms to 
ascertain whether the white flag was yet flying 
at Calais ; whick retfurned in the evening, and 
reported having seen tl^ trt-<!olouned flagon 
the sMepte of the tower. — I amused myself by 
a walk to the Oiff, whkh is called after our 
fevourite bard, from whence I bad a di^in^t. 
v-iew of the French coast, and Napoleon's 
Tower, over the town of Boulogne. 

Thrs morning the Mafqwts of Anglesea dis- 
embarked. He was brought on shore in a 
chair, on men^s shoulders. His Lordship was 
greeted by the people with loud cheers, and 
looked remarkably well. 

Lord C'-— - having arrired with an erderfor 
a packet* to convey bira to Catars^ being 
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charged with important dispatches for our mi- 
nister; and Lord B luckily coming down 

at the same time with dispatches for the Duke of 
W — ^*— .^ Lord C very kindly, on my ap- 

plication to hitti, has allowed me to accompany 
him as one of his suite. No person h permit- 
tetl to proceed to a French p6rt uti>eSs nhdet 
feuch circumstances. !t tvas a curioi/s Coinci- 
dence, as his Lordship observed to the, that 
We had embarked together in the same Vessdl 
for Bouloghe, in May, IS14, wh^n the' allied 
were aboui to enter Patis, arid which then pro- 
cured nie the honour of being-known to him-— 
9h acquaPntance on this occasion of much con- 
sequence to my views.-*- We shall sail at an 
earfy hour, aifid I must, therefore, bid you 
adieu; 

And remain, &e. 



B S 
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Paris, 10th July, 1815. 
DEAR SIR, 

Vr E sailed from Dover on the 8th 
instant at eleven in the forenoon, the packet 
having on board Lord C — r^* Lord B— — »fr-, 

Captain C of the navy, and his brother; 

friends of Lord B , and myself. We had 

a favourable breeze at first, but it unluckily 
left us, and we were delayed until near mid- 
night before we landed at Calais; we were 
instantly conducted to the guard-house^ on the 
outside of the garrison gates. The officer in- 
forming us that the place being in a state of 
siege, it was necessary to report our arrival to 
the governor ; it was near two in the morn- 
ing before the mayor, and an officer of the Etat 
Major arrived, and conducted us to Quillac's 
Hotel Dessain, where our passports having 
been examined, we were allowed to proceed. 
— None of our baggage was searched, as being 
in the suite of noblemen charged with dis- 
patches. 

We set off on Sunday morning the 9th, at 
five o'clock, having made the following arrange- 
ment: — Lord C preceded us in a German 

berlin ; Lord B and myself engaged a ca- 
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briolet r Capt. C and his brother a similar 

conveyance; our four servants following in a 
beriin. For the hire of the carriages to Paris, 
M. Quillac charged us three hundred and ninety 
francs, equal to £l6. 6s. the charge of each 
horse being thirty sous, and about forty were 
calculated on the average for each postilion^ 
The ordonnance only allows them thirty, but it 
is always necessary to give them a trifle more. 
Our journey, theriefore, stood us in about fif* 
teen Louis each,- which is about ^f 15. calcu-; 
lating the difference of exchange, &c« 

No intercourse was permitted between the 
crew of the packet and the people of Calais, 
except to the Captain, who was allowed to 
land, and sent off again as soon as we had pro- 
ceeded on our journey^ 

As we passed through the towns and vills^s 
the inhabitants were at their doors to welcome 
and salute us. Never did I witness a greater 
appearance of joy than their countenances dis<* 
played. 

At Boulogne we passed through some hun* 
dreds of soldiers, who appeared sullen and dis- 
composed at the sight of us. Our passports 
were again examined, Boulogne being also in 
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a AtatB of siege. We, ^akfasted at th^ Hotel 
4e Ffanqa, wher^ we ,fi^wnd |b^ people very 
civ^i) and d^iroufi tQ piea^. Wa wer^ d^^, 
tained there more than two boqrs t>y tbe coir*.- 
mandant, am) through th^ cerQo^OByM of oa? 
paasparts having to be ^- viwd'' hy «o iD^ny 
different people, : , 

la. passing thifl plsiee la^t yea^r b0fore d^^ 
seemlmg. into the I:owq, w^ w«re induced to 
alight at)d ioapeet the e»ci(0)pme<it of ith^ 
♦^ Army of Er^gland/' and the celebrated Tow^r 
of Napoleon, which must always remain a 
monuniiefit of his vanity aod ambitiqfi, The 
^oa^Iding aiMpiund is of prodigious hi^ight^ th^ 
tower having been intepded to be ^ hif h as tb^ 
froqie of wood by which it is #urT<>unded i but 
it is not above one-third fini^b^d* It cap, 
however, be seen in clear weather from many 
purls of the SngU^k shons, w:ithoiit the a»#ist- 
apce of a glass, and stands qo th^mo^t ^ieyatfid 
Bpot op thi^ whole Ji pe of the co^it* 

During the long continuance of the .fr^A^H 
encampment at Boulogne, the troops had form- 
ed!, is iftuuewfc, a ncMpantiet tpw* 4rf bjO^, , Syery 
^ut Jiad !a gaiRdtoi&yirrauodiH^g \%^i k^ti iu ueat 
wd»F^ aqd stocked !writhv%gatab)?8i%n!iflQw^W 
•hey ba4t besidfSf fowls, .pigftftt^i^ ^9^ ral^^ 
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and these, with a cat and dog, geoeraUy itintk'* 
ed the household of every soldier. During the 
preparations that were made at Boulogne for 
the conquest of England, in ordetr to amuse 
and keep up the spirits of the troops, the com- 
pany of the theatre of the Vaudevilles were 
ordered from Paris to the army thus encamped. 
Several plays were compo9ed for the occa- 
sion, and performed, in which the Germans 
were represented as defeated, and the English 
j^^lging for pea6e dn MifftV knelsis; tbe Enipe* 
ror of the French granting^ it dpoQ coiidi<A 
tion, that on^- hundred guintes ready money 
should be paid to each of his soldiens and bbu 
lors ! Every corps was admitted gratis to wit* 
ness this exhibition of the end of all their 
labours, and none but those who are ai^^^^i^^ 
ed with the fickle and incondderate ehar«cter 
of the nation, C9J\ form an idea oi the etf*ec4u 
Ballads with the same predictions ind promi^ 
ses, were written and distributed among thd 
soldiers, and sung by the wom«n 9ent t6 tb(t 
coast. All productions of this sort were, as 
usual, liberally rewarded by l!he Emperor's or- 
ders ; and they poured in from all parti of thfc 
empire. As a specimen of thi^ abuse whidi 
«ome of these hired Frefneb |K>et6 bestowed oA 
the English nation^ to flatfi^ and inflame the 
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vanity of the French troops, one of them is 
m»de to sing : — 

<< A Londres on vit bitller d^un ecUX epMm^te 
Le front tout radieux, d*UD noinistre influent ; 
Mais pour fair p41ir l^etoile D*Angleterre, 
Un soleil tout nouTeau parut au firmament, 
£t ce soI^il du peuple Fran9ai8 
Admiree dc TEurope entiere : 
Sur la terre> est nomme Bonaparte le Grand/* 

At Samer the inhabitants first began to dis- 
play the white cockade; they cheered us all 
the way through the town — ^^Vivent ks An» 
glaiSf'* " Five U Roi^* were the general excla* 
mattons. 

At Montreuil we were conducted by a guard, 
as .soon as we entered the Barrier Gate, to the 
house of the commandant, who examined us 
Viery strictly. It would have been impossible 
for a stranger to have passed through this forti- 
fied town without being situated as we were. 

. As we went through Nampont some hun« 
dreds of men and women were dancing on a 
green in their holiday dresses : it was a jfour ds 
fUe; and nothing could be more interesting or 
exceed its rural effect. Whilst the carriages 
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ascended the hill, some of the party lingered 
behind, and quitted this Fite ViUageoine with 
great reluctance. The place claims an addi- 
tional interest on the feelings of the traveller, 
from a recollection of Sterne's pathetic tale 
of the Dead Ass, and poor Le Fleur's mis- 
adventure. 

We were again detained near an hour at Ab- 
beville by the commandant and munici{^l au- 
thorities. It was almost dark, and they drove 
us nearly all over the city, which is of consi- 
derable extent. The ceremony oj^ opening and 
closing the barriers at its entrance, and in leav- 
ing the town, took up a longer time than ac- 
corded with our desire to get forward; hvn^. 
remonstrances, and repeatedly reminding them 
that we had dispatches of the greatest import- 
ance, bad no effect. However^ we had no reason 
to complain of incivility ; on the contrary, we 
were treated every where with the greatest 
poFiteness and attention : and I can with great 
truth declare, that, much as I have travelled 
\n France, I never met with the reverse, from 
any description of people whatever. 

' At Abbeville we turnedoffto go by Beau* 
vais, which road is two posts and a half shorter 
than by Amiens. 
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We breakfasted next morntog, the lOtb, at 
Grandvilliers ; here we heard the account of 
the King'9 entry into Pans on Saturday last, 
the 8th instant; and many of the people wore 
the white cockade. We met groupes of soldiers 
returning from the army to their homes. 

At Marseilles the other cabriolet broke down, 
which Monsieur Quiliac had assured us would 
travel over Europe. By the bye, Monsieur 
Quiliac completely cheated us out of three 
Napoleons : we made the bargain, and in bis 
account, just as we were driving off, he had 
inserted three more than the price agreed for ; 
we bad no remedy, and he took ^vants^e 

of it. 

A stranger should make a previous bargain 
for whatever he may require in France. No 
tradesman has a settled price ; and a shopkeeper, 
or landlord, who has the most respectable ap* 
pearance, is not to be trusted. An English** 
man^ wbo^ from delicacy, omits to offer a smaller 
sum than that which is asked, may be certain, 
that he makes a present of at least one huo* 
dred per cent, to the . person of whom he pur- 
chases. In every line of trade the same sys- 
tem is pursued. At Paris straogera should be 
particularly careful how they deal with the mar* 
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cltand^ of the Hotel Gartii. What tbey sell is 
»ivf»y4 clear, gf^n^aUy out of fashion, aad fre- 
quently damaged. 

The Lion d'Argeot, at Matseill^s, kept by 
Mr, J. Ol^kshott, an EoglishmaQ, is an exceU 
l^t hotel, and strangers will there oaeet with 
the greatest civility and attention ; although 
our own countryooen abroad are not in general 
more merciful than othei:s in their charges^ as I 
experieoced in my journey laat year at Bou*. 
logoe, at the Hotel. D'Ang^eterre ; for which 
reason we M^ent to the Hotel de France^ at this 
time, ^hich I found infinitely better, and more 
treasonable. 

In all the towns and villages the inhabitants 
wer^ just as tranquil as at any former period; 
and except their frequent exclamations of loyaU 
ty and pleasure at seeing us, they appeared as 
^ndiffeire|>t as if.no public afjB^irs of moment 
wfrere in agitation in their /:api^l^ 

At Beauvais we sent aft »ja avant^couriefi 
which forwarded us exceedingly, and is a pre- 
caution never to be omitted, if travellers are 
presited ^ time. 
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The country every where appeared highly 
cultivated : the apple and pear trees loaded 
with fruit; the corn ripe and fit for the sickle, 
except here and there a patch of green oats ; 
and the vineyards in great forwardness. The 
roads are excellent, and the postilions and 
auhergistes constantly asking, " quand ie$ An- 
glais seront derelour?" 

We entered Paris at three o'clock in the 
afternooUj by the Barrier of Saint Denis; at 
the gate we found a party of the 29th foot, 
British ! — and English soldiers in all directions 
about the streets, in their foraging dresses, 
just as much at their ease as if they were in 
country quarters in England. A few of them 
appeared to have partaken of the bo7i vin in 
the cabarets, which is not very singular where 
It is so cheap. 

For a considerable distance, many of the 
trees, forming a fine avenue^ which have always 
constituted the ornament of this entrance, and 
been the admiration of strangers, were felled ; 
and many bore the mark of the axe, as if the 
people who were hewing them down, had been 
disturbed in the act. This was evidently for 
the purpose of laying them across the road to 
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ioipiade the advance of troops; and the garden 
walU and bouises on each side, had been per- 
forated to form loop-holes for musketry, in rows 
of three and four tier deep. The road wa^ cut 
across in several places, which we passed over 
on planks thrown across by the British soldiery. 
Each of these cuts was about from eighteen to 
twenty feet wide, and casks had been filled with 
earth to form a redoubt, flanked with heavy 
cannon, so as to make the approach in that 
quarter as difficult and destructive as possible. 
In addition to this strong defence, the water 
was let into the cuts from the canal D'Ourc^ 
and was now flowing through with considerable 
rapidity. Just within the barrier, a large park 
of British artillery was encamped, with vari- 
ous other troops, composed of Germans, Bel^ 
gians, &c. forming a bivou4%c along the. plain 
almost to the entrance of Paris — the Prussian 
army being to the south-west of the city. 
Montmartre, which we passed on oar left, had 
been planted with cannon and mortars by the 
French ; the heights of Belle Ville and ChaiU 
lot were stroi^ly fortified; and the whole 
formed a line of defence to the entrance of 
Paris in this direction, with which our illus<- 
trious Commander- would have very judiciously 
avoided bringing his army in contact, had it 
been necessary to have attacked Paris. 
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The beautiful sitodtion df the heights of 
Belle Vilfe and Chdillot, are wt\i knoy^n as 
forming most picturesque appirdaclieis^ to thiii 
city.. Belle VHIe is erected on art enfii*rtertce, 
commanding one of the firmest views of P^ris ; 
the hill descending into the town, is decorated 
with pretty country seats, gardens and ter- 
races : on the other side are the gardens and 
walks of Saint Gervais, affording the most 
beantiful and romantic promenades. The views 
are most extensive of a rich and luxuriant 
eouiitry, stadded with viHages and villas over 
atn immense tract, m which the eye wanders 
until it is lost in the distance* 

In passir>g Gbtiilkyt, which partakes of si- 
milar bM^u^tie^ of situation, I Was equaHy de- 
Ugiited as in »y nm to> it ks« year : it is the 
abode of the aged, where they pass their time 
ixt sweet repose and tcaBquiilljty. The losti-* 
tution for the aged aod rnfiroK here5^ eOiitc^f» 
more than a hundred persons of both Selces. 
Those above the age of seventy caft by tight 
ctaim aR asyluiB there,, if they have previously 
paid at the rate of ten pence per months frooi 
ten to thirty years of age^ one shilling and thfes 
p^nce from thirty to fifty, amd otte shilling and 
eig^t pence from' fifty to seventy, or by paying 
up the whole sura nidcessary to enticle theffi 
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to admittance, which amounts to forty*five 
pounds sterling : this payment at the age of 
seventy, gives the subscriber the right of this 
establishment. A very interesting arCcount of 
it will be found in Mr. Yorke's Letters from 
France in 1903. 

The officer of the guard at Saint Denis, hav- 
ing informed ufr that the Duke of Wellington's 
bead-quarters were in the Ri»e de Lille, 
Champs Elysee, we drove through the Champ 
deNeuiHy, and entered Paris by the barrier De 
TEloile, through the triamphal arch, erected 
to commemorate the entrance of the Empress 
Maria Louisa into the capital of France, but 
which has never been finished. We passed 
through the E\y%ie by the side of the palace 
ElysSe Bourboti, late the Etys^e Napoleon, 
and but a few days since the residfence of that 
^ most esctraordinary man. 

TbeChamps>Ely8ito presented a curious scen^v 
and simgiilarly contrasted to what I bad v^it^ead^ 
ed little saore than a year since. The wliok' 
Blys6e was covered with tents, horses, pk!keU' 
ted by thcHiifiandB, innumerable troops (mostly 
British) cavalry, infantry, aiid artillery ; while 
the Place of Louis XV. as well as the Gar- 
den of the Tuilleriiss, was crowded with Eiig- 
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lish and foreign officers, wdl dressed females^ and 
Parisian beaux. 

After Lord B had left bis dispatches- 

with the Duke's'secretary, his Grace being out, 
we drove to the Hotel de Colonies in the Rue 
de Richelieu, where we engaged a suite of 
apartments for nine Napoleons per week, which 
Would last year have let for fifty* Considering 
the great influx that may be expected at such 
an interesting period, it could not but be con- 
sidered very reasonable. But there are na 
English here now but the military, iind they 
are all encamped. 

We dined at Hardi's, on the Boulevards Ita* 
lienne^ and went to the Theatre de Yariet^s* 
The house was crowded with the allied officers 
of England and Prussiai no Austrians or Rus- 
sians having come up. We went afterwards to 
the Palais Royale, of which it has been truly 
observed, that it has not its parallel in Europe, 
and that it contains -every thing to inform the 
understanding, and corrupt the heart ! We 
took some ices at the Caffe de Mille Colonnes, 
where the Belle Lemonadiere still presides, in 
^11 the pride of beauty. She is much thinner 
than when I saw her last year, and looked very 
handsome. But there is something in the style 
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aud manner of a French beauty, and of French 
women in general, that does not correspond 
with those ideas that are naturally produced in 
contemplating the charms of our own country- 
women : they are lively, they are easily ap- 
proached, and without reserve; but they want 
that softness, and that ^^ native modesty,^' 
which every Englishman feels he has left behind 
in the British fair. 

The Belle Lemonadiere complained to me of 
the English having occupied the Champs Ely- 
s^es as a bivouac. It appears to have given 
great offence to the Parisians. 

While we sat at dinner at Hardi's, the Em- 
peror of Russia drove by in a carriage and six, 
followed by five others with the same number 
of horses, in his entrance into Paris. He was 
without any escort, or guards. 

I remain, Dear Sir, &c. 
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Paris, July flth, 1815. 
DEAR SIR, 

^i/V^ iMreak&sted this morning at 
Che Caff(& Anglais a le Fourehette^ and then 
called on Messrs. Perregeaux and La Ffitte> 
the bankers in the Rue Mont Blanc; od 
whom all our par^y happened to have letters of 
credit. We were very civilly received by M. 
Clermont^ one of the partners, who politely 
told us the office was open from ten in the 
morning until four in, the evening, where w^s^ 
should find every attention paid to our wishes. 
Strangers visiting Paris will find it very conve- 
nient to be provided with letters and bills of 
exchange on this house^ which Messrs. Ham- 
mersleys' provide in London, and which will 
always ensure them a good reception ; fiom tb^ 
great respectability of that firm, as well as the 
extensive correspondence which those gentle- 
men have on the Continent, beyond all other 
banking-houses in London. 

We went to see the Arch of Triumph, which 
stands facing the palace of the Tuilleries. 
Louis XVIIL is again in possession of the 
latter building, the centre of which is con- 
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structed of brown and reddish marble, but time 
has so altered the colour as to render it indis* 
tinguishable from the rest of that splendid 
edifice. On each side of the grand entrance are 
niches, filled with forty-two busts, representing 
the great men of antiquity, intermixed with 
those of modern times. The space in front of 
the Carouzel is divided by an iron railing, which 
runs quite across the square; this railing has 
three openings, or gateways, in the middle of 
which stands the arch, placed there by Napo- 
leon to commemorate the victories and glory of 
the grand army: it is forty-five feet in height, 
sixty square, and twenty-five feet six inches in 
thickness, constructed in imitation of the Arch 
of Septimus Severus, at Rome. It has three 
arches, ^nd is supported by eight columns, of 
Languedoc marble, of the Corinthian order; 
at the top of each there is a statue ; the whole 
supporting the pedestal, on which is placed the 
triumphal car, to which are attached the Co- 
rinthian horses, brought from Venice. On 
each side the car is a colossal figure, represent- 
ing Peace and Victory. The whole of these 
figures are gilt. In the centre of the tablet 
that decorates the arch in the middle, is the 
figure of Napoleon in the imperial robes, 
crowned by Victory; and on each side the 
tablets are bas-reliefs^ commemorative of the 

c 2 
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memorable actions fought in the campaign of 
1805 : the one to the left of the observer, on 
the side of the Carouzel, represents the capitu- 
lation before Ulm, at the top of which is a 
cuirassier and a dragoon ; on the right hand, 
on the same side, is represented the victory of 
Austerlitz, the statues at the top area chasseur 
and a carabinier. In turning to the right, on 
the side of the Tuilleries, the entrance, of the 
French into Vienna is represented in bas- 
relief. The bas-relief to the left, opposite 
the palace, represents the King of Bavaria^ re-^ 
turning to his capital, conducted by Napoleon; 
the statues under this are a grenadier of the 
line, and a carabinier of the line. On the 
right is the Emperor of Austria at the bivouac 
of Napoleon ; the two statues above represent, 
jn bas-relief, a cannonier of the line and a sa- 
peur. The bas-relief opposite the gateway, 
leading to the river Seine, is a representa- 
tion of the Peace of Presburg. France is 

seen in all parts of this arch as victorious, 
and figures with garlands, wreaths of laurel, 
&c., are crowning the Emperor. The victo- 
rious generals, troops, military armour, and 
trophies of various sorts, surround the wliole ; 
and certainly no object can be more striking 
^nd beautiful than the one I have attempted to 
describe. 
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Waiting here to see the Marshals enter the 
palace of the TuiHeries, in May, 1814, there 
arrived a groupe of about thirty women, pois^ 
sardsy dressed in the most taudry manner, with 
large gold ear-rings, and necklaces, headed by 
one of the most savage-looking creatures I ever 
beheld; they were admitted into the hall, and 
I understood had an audience of the King, 
whom they came to congratulate. From the 
age and appearance of the women, they were 
in all probability among the number of those 
wretches who, with a ferocity unusual in their 
sex, contributed so materially to dethrone his 
unhappy brother. When I associated this cir- 
cumstance with the horrors that were com- 
mitted on the spot where I stood, it made me 
shudder, and damped the emotion which natu- 
rally arose from contemplating the rest of the 
interesting scene. 

The whole front of the palace is still marked 
with the cannon shot, to which it was exposed 
at the time of the murder of the Swiss Guards, 
who nobly perished in the cause of their 
monarch, on the lOth of August, 1799. It 
was at midnight that all Paris was alarmed by 
the sound of the tocsin and the beating of the 
generate^ when the mob centered this place, 
and Louis XVI. and his family fled for shelter 
to the National Assembly, then sitting. On 
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the spot I DOW trod, twelve thousand of the 
SwiBs Guards were massacred, besides a cod«- 
siderable number of the King's adherents. On 
the 1 3th, the King and his family were con- 
ducted to the Tower of the Temple. 

This devoted country has bled at every pore, 
and appears a vast mourning family : three peo* 
pie out of five that one meets are habited, in 
black ; and it is impossible for a contemplative 
mind to banish from his recollection the suffer- 
ings it has undergone, even amidst the smih'ng 
scenes of luxury and voluptuousness which 
pervades the gay capital; 

The other side of the square of the Louvre 
is not yet completed ; when it is, it will form 
the most magnificent palace in Europe. 

The palace of the Tuilleries, towards, the 
gardens, is very grand, supported by pillars of 
marble, and decorated with eighteen marble 
statues dressed in the Roman toga. On each 
side of the gateway leading into the gardens, 
are two lions, with the statues of Mars and 
Minerva. 

These beautiful gardens were laid out by the 
celebrated Le Nostre. The terraces on the 
side of the Rue de Rivoli, and along the.River 
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Seine, areisf anamasing extent. The delight'^ 
fui shaded walks, the nuoiberless statues, exe^ 
cuted by the most celebrated artists, the foun-» 
tains and basins, and, in fact, the whole U 
Jike a fairy scene* 

From the centre of these beautiful gardens 
there is a fine view of the Chemin de Neuilly, 
at the end of which is placed the unfinished 
Arch of L'Etoile ; from this spot is seen the 
Place de Vendome, with its superb column; 
the Place de la Concorde, formerly Place de la 
Revolution, now Louis XY. v sind the Champs 
Elysi^e. The beautiful plantations, walks, and 
alleys of the latter place appearing to belong to 
the Tuilleries, and giving it the appearance of 
great extent, are now one vast camp I 

At the end of the terrace and at the extremity 
of the Orangerie, are four statues in bronze, 
Hercules, Venus de Medicis, the Laoeoon, 
and the Dying Gladiator ; which are considered 
very fine imitations of the originals, now iq 
the Galerie des Antiques in the Louvre. 

We returned through the Place Louis XV, 
Here it will be Femeihbered, on the 91st of 
January, 1793) Louis XVI. at the age of thirty* 
eight, suffeared death. He heard with tran- 
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quillity the sentence pronounced against him 
the day preceding ; a mournful silence was said 
to have 4)ervaded all Paris, all the sho{^ and 
places of amusement were shut, and six thou- 
sand emigrants were arrested the day following 
by a decree for domiciliary visits. Three hun- 
dred and ten members voted for the respite of 
the execution, and three hundred and fifty for 
immediate execution ; among the latter was 
Fouchfe, a minister of Louis XVIII ! On the 
l6th of October, the same year, Maria Antoi- 
nette of Austria, the Queen of France, was 
carried from the dungeon in the prison of the 
Conciergerie, (where she had been confined 
since the King's death,) in a tumbril, with her 
back to the horses' tail, and her. hands tied 
behind her, to this place, where she was guil- 
lotined. The regicides, by a refinement of 
cruelty, purposely placed the scaffold in the 
centre of the square, from whence the unhappy 
monarch and his queen had a distinct view of 
their palace and gardens, the Palace of the 
Garde Meuble, the Palais Bourbon, and every 
object that could remind them of their fallen 
foi tunes. 

. We dined at Hardi's, and in the evening 
went to the French Opera, in the Rue Riche-. 
lieu, lately called Academie Imperiale de 
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Musique; the scenery of which is magnificent^ 
and the nausic and dancing excellent. Made- 
moiselle Goslin stHl takes the lead amongst the 
corps de ballet. The opera was Castor and 
Pollux, and couplets were sung in honour of 
the King's return, joined by the audience; 
which had a very interesting and pleasing 
eflfect. 

The following were composed for the occar 
sion by one of the actors : 

'* Le Ciel infin a piti^ de la France 

Et la presence d'un Bourbon 
A dans nos coeur ramene^ Vesperance 

Et le beau temps sur V horison 
Des noir autans la troupe meurtri^rey 

A sou esprit seuible se desperer : 
C'est Tare en-ciel annoncent k ia terre 

Que I'orage vient de passer." 

On a similar occasion in May, 1814, I heard 
the following at this theatre : 

" Ton retour, O Louis, nous comble d'allegresse^ 

Vois ton peuple heureux qui te finesse, 

Avide et satisfait de c<>ntempler les traits 

Sur les honneurs qu'on te defere, 

Les Strangers et tes sujets 

N^ont qu* une voix, et dans ce jour prospere 

Tout les cocurs deviennent Fran9ais." 

In the evening, after the opera, we went to 
the . famous Ice Caflf6 on the Boulevards Ita- 
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lienne Tortonais. The benches and chairs were 
crowded with ladies, and multitudes of people 
of the better class of inhabitants ; as they are 
constantly during the summer evenings. The 
Boulevards surround the greater part of the 
city of Paris^ and are planted on each side with 
double rows of trees, which afford an agreeable 
shade. This street runs through the centre, and 
is one of the widest in Paris. In the shops are 
to be purchased every thing that is either use- 
ful or curious. The most brilliant coffee-houses 
and restaurateurs are every where seen, filled 
generally with the best company. At the end of 
the Rue Richelieu^ are the Gardens of Frescati, 
and the Pavilion D'Hanovre; but they are not 
now open for the public. Tivoli are the most 
frequented, on Thursdays and Sundays. The 
Chinese baths, opposite Tortonais, are fitted up 
in the most agreeable manner; they resemble the 
Chinese ornament and style of architecture very 
much, and havea curious effect, contrasted with 
the buildings adjoining it. The French say, 
in describing this quarter of the city, ^^ Ony 
voit la beanti tendre de pieges d la richesse vo- 
luptueuse^ les elegans y etaler les modes nouvelUsj 
lesfemmes y montrir leurs grdces et leur parure^ 
el nonchalamment a^ssises, s^y reposer, non de 
fatigues de leur journei, mats prendre de nou^ 
vellesfifrce pour prolonger leur jouissances" 

I remain, Dear Sir, &c. 
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Paris, July l2th, 1815. 
D£AR SIR, 

^'^V^E again visited the Carouzeland 
garden of the Tuilleries, having heard that the 
allied sovereigns intended visiting the King. 
Id the palace of the Tuilleries we saw the Cent 
Swiss, drawn up with the National Guard, to 
receive the Emperors of Austria and Russia and 
the King of Prussia, who were accompanied 
by Prince Blucher, and a large cortige of the 
Etat Major. They were returning the King's 
(Louis the XVIIIth,) visit to them, and the 
sight was very gratifying. The Cent Swiss, 
{the hundred Swiss^) wear blue uniforms faced 
with red, and gold epaulets on each shoulder, 
with grenadier caps. These faithful guards ac- 
companied the King when driven from his 
throne, and are now constantly about his person. 

We were informed by a person who had been 
to court, that Buonaparte has been stopped at 
Rochefort, and is blockaded by two English 
frigates. The French army under Soult and 
Suchet are in considerable- force, accom- 
panied by Carnot. The Parisians affect to 
bold the name of Buonaparte in great con* 
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tempt. They say he is quite out of fashion 
since he lost the last battle and fled from his 
army. They appear to have turned from him 
completely. The other three Directors are 
said to be in Paris ; and Fouch6, ^Duke of 
Otranto, has the port-feuUle of Minister of 
Police. He is said to have secretly intrigued 
with the allies, and had considerable influ- 
ence in procuring and hastening the late abdi- 
cation of Napoleon. He has accordingly been 
rewarded, by obtaining permission to resume 
his former office. 

As the allied sovereigns returned, 1 observed 
that the attention of the people seemed princi- 
pally directed to the Emperor Alexander: little 
or no notice seemed to be paid to the others. 
" Vive Alexandre !** vf^B the only applause I 
heard. His Imperial Majesty occupies the 
palace of the Elysfee Bourbon, lately L'Elys6e 
Napoleon, in which he resided last year: it 
had then, as now, not long been quitted by 
Buonaparte, and was always his favourite re- 
sidence when in Paris. The Emperor of 
Austria lives in the palace of the Prinpe Ber- 
tbier, whose death, it is now perfectly well as- 
certained, was not occasioned by accident ; but 
he was literally thrown out of a window by two 
Russian officers, and killed on the spot. T^e 
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King of Prussia resides in the Fauxbourg St, 
Germain ; the British Minister, Lord Castle- 
reagh, has the palace of the Prince Borghese; 
and our illustrious hero, the Duke of Welling- 
ton, a large hotel in the Rue de Lille. 

A curious circumstance, and one of a very 
interesting nature, occurred yesterday. The 
Prussians, by order, it is said of Prince Blii- 
cher, proceeded to mine and blow up the beau- 
tiful bridge of Jena. This bridge is opposite 
the Champ Mars, and they had actually suc- 
ceeded in destroying one of the abutments, 
when (as the story is told) the King, (Louis 

XVin.,) sent to the Duke of W , who 

immediately planted some English soldiers on 
it, and good humouredly said to the Prussian 
oflScer, " that if they destroyed the bridge, they 
would blow up their allies with it. The best 
way would be to displace the eagles, and put 
an inscription to record their triumph." This 
was the only means which could perhaps have 
saved it ; for nothing can equal the good under- 
standing that exists between the Prussians and 
the English^ and especially belpreen those great 

heroes, the Prince and the Duke. Old B 

is said to have replied, " The French promised 
him, when last at Paris, that they would dis- 
continuethe name of Jena; but they had still: 
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continued to call it by a name intended to com- 
memorate a victory gained over the Prussians ; 
and that having twice entered Paris in triumph, 
he was resolved to leave a convincing proof of 
his having revenged his country's cause^ by 
blowing it into the air." — The safety of this 
bridge has been falsely attributed by the Pari- 
sians to the £mperor of Russia, to whom they 
are paying the greatest court ; but every one 
knows it was not so. 

As we returned through the Carouzel, we 
could not but remark the extraordinary change 
that had taken place in the occupation of a 
place immediately fronting the royal residence, 
and the constant scene of Buonaparte's mili- 
tary parade. A corps of Prussian lancers, .who 
had for some days past established their bivouac 
here, were planted close in front to the Arch 
of Triumph, erected* to ^^ commemorate the 
glory of the French grand army!" 

The Prussians are also bivouacked in the 
beautiful gardens of the Luxembourg, and the 
Jardin des PlaM s : the main body is in the 
south-western suburbs of Paris, and the neigh- 
bouring villages. The British chiefly in the 
Bois de Boulogne, Champs Elys^, and Mont- 
martre; t)ius Paris is literally a British and 
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Prussian garrison. And although no doubt can 
be entertained that the allies are in military 
possession of France, yet the castle of Vin- 
cennes, within a short distance from the sub- 
urbs of Paris, is blocl^aded, and thie command- 
ant refuses to surrender it. Soult is in great 
fojce on the Loire, collecting daily the scat- 
tered forces of the French army. The inha- 
bitants have all been obliged to fly for pro*- 
tection into Paris, from the surrounding neigh- 
bourhood : still, notwithstanding the unsettled 
state and aspect of affairs^ the Parisians are as 
gay, and as eager in pursuit of amusements 
and pleasure, as if it was a period of the most 
profound tranquillity! Strange and inconsistent 
people ! 

The only precaution that appears to be taken 
to ensure the safety of the capital, is by strong 
military patroles. Cannon are planted on the 
bridges in some places, . and the gardens of the 
Palais Royale are ordered to be closed at eight 
every evening, in consequence, it is rumoured, 
of some revolutionary and seditious movements 
having been discovered amongst the Feder^i; 

I remain, Dear Sir, &c. 
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Paris, July 13th, 1815. 
DEAR SIR, 

^fV^HiLE we were at breakfast this 
rooming, a brigade of horse artillery of the 
British army marched past through the Boule- 
vards. It was a gratifying sight to us to wit- 
ness the English, troops thus moving through 
the centre of Paris, the boasted " mistress of 
the world," with as much ease as .they would 
through London, — and as conquerors too ! The 
French cannot, they do not now attempt openly 
to deny the humiliating nature of this/a<?/. 

I have heard, from good authority, that 
peace is to be made between the allies and 
France on the basis of the treaty ^ of Paris ; 
and accounts were this day received that the 
Russian army will halt to-morrow at a dis- 
tance of about forty miles from hence. — The 
Austrians are not to advance from the south. 
If this be true, of which from all appear- 
ances I have my doubts, it is ardently to be 
hoped the allies will not leave the country 
in the same way they did last year ; and yet 
. every where one hears that the King is con- 
ciliating the very people who intrigued to 
drive him from his throne. Our government 
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ought to influence the pending- n^^otiationsr, 
and leave less to those powers \^ho have cer^ 
tainly little right to preponderate now, or our 
illustrious hero and his brave araiy have fought 
and bled in vain. . 

• " .' ' , . ' . 

It is well known^ that among those wh^ 
had a great share in the conspiracy which, oc- 
casioned the return of Napoleon, was the D-i^ 
clhess of St. Leu, the wife of hjs brother Louis^ 
^^ who through her artifices was permitted to bear 
that title, and continue in the reed {>t of -a 
large revenue by Louis the XVIIIth. This 
revenue she employed, and even converted her 
jewels into money, for the purpose of forming 
those treasonable projects, which have srace 
occasioned the melancholy and disastrousr scenes 
that have occurred, and the loss of thousands 
of brave men. Her residence at Maimaispn 
was the spot where the whole plot, was laid, 
^ and executed. This woman, and Madame 
Mere, and Louis, are said to be at Paris at this 
. 4itoment. 

When I was hst at Paris it was the univer- 
sal remark, that a certain great personage, the 

E — '- , paid her constant visits. One 

of bis suite, when waiting for hia master's ar- 
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rival ftt Ciilais, on ht6 way to England, said irt 
ttiy bearing, that gr^at fears were entertained by 

them of her influence orer the £■■ ■ It 

was^ notorious what her conduct had beeir 
with Napoleon before she married his bro- 
ther ; and her influence, no doubt^ was one of 
the unfbrtudate consequences of that mistaken 
magnanimity which forgave this guilty city', 
and before they allowed themselves to have 
been a conquered people. This false homa^ 
nity certaifily afforded the French a preteni:6 
fer beating that th^ allied troops did not enter 
Paris in 1814 as conquerors. These mis- 
taken views threw the King into the power of 
the Buoiiapartists, and of the republicans^ and 
Obl^ed him to shelter himself, and collect 
around his throne those very criminals who 
had been intriguing to prevent the return of 
himself and his fkmiiy, which compelled him 
to appear ungtatefu! in disregarding the claims 
tind suflfterings of his faithful followers, who had 
sacrificed so much for their attachment to him. 
It is therefore very evident, that without an 
entirely new army, and a new set of men to 
guide his <Councib, be can neither be safe in his 
government, nor expect to have permanent tran- 
quillity or even security restored to France and 
to Europe. Qualify it which way tbey will, 
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Louis is in the hands of the republican party, 
and be has no other security than the prese^nce 
of the allies. 

We dined at Veres in the Tuilleries, where 
we had an excellent dinner and wines, butex* 
travapfantly dear : one small dish, consisting of 
three cutlets, ^^ d la supreme de volaiU aux 
truflefi^* was charged at ten francs. It cer- 
tainly is a delicious dish; but the sum df 
eight shillings and four-pence, for scarcely 
three mouthsfull, was a price I could not have 
conceived. The other restaurateurs appear to 
fetaiti the same prices as they did when I 
Visited Paris in 1814; but I am fully convinced 
that, with the exchange, impositions which 
are constantly practised on strangers, &c. it is 
full as expensive a place as London. 

In the evening we walked in the garden of 
the Tuilleries, where some thousands of people 
were assembled ; and it was a pleasing as well 
as an affecting ^ight, to hear the cheers and ac«- 
damations which were uttered at the sight of 
Louis the XVIIIth, who repeatedly gratified 
them by placing himself at one of the windows; 
on each side of him were the Emperor Alexander 
and the King of Prussia. TJ^etr Majesties bud 
D 2 
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been to dine with Louis, and both of them ap- 
peared pleased at the eirthuaiasm with which 
they were greeted. And yet, when the popu^ 
lation of the city of Paris is considered, there 
were very few people present on an occasion 
which, it would have been thought, would have 
drawn forth the inhabitants from all quarters of 
themetro^polis. 

The King is, no doubt, secure enough, sur- 
rounded as he is by his faithful followers, and 
protected by the allied armies ; but their pre* 
sence is necessary to his safety; and most of 
the fortified places hold out against him, even 
within four miles and a half from Paris. Tb^ 
castle of Vincennes is not more than that dis- 
tance, and defies .the power of the monarch 
whom it is believed regains his sceptre by tho^ 
free choice and wishes of the people !— Why 
is it not attacked, and an example, terrible in its 
nature, made of those who adhere to th^ fac- 
tion, who would still continue to make this 
unhappy country^ bleefd at. every pore ? From 
the moment our brave troops have succeeded, 
by the waste of so much blood, in restoring 
him to his capital, the monarch seems to be 
paralyzed. If he does not act with vigour, 
with prom]ptness, and severity where it is 
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necessary, to punish, we shall have fb;e $^me 
Moody farce acted over again, and Europe.onoe 
more desolated by war. 

In one of the moats of the castle pf Yin- 
cennes the Duke D'Enghieq was murdered. 
That circumstance, of itself, ought, to roiise 
the feelings of the court ; and the murderer df 
that Prince, who is said to be at Paris at tbi^ 
moment, ought to be dragged forth without a 
moment's delay — nous verrohs-r^ 

The castle of Vincennes is commatided \>y 
General Daumesnil ; it is very strongly forti- 
fied, and is said ^to contain an imoiense trea- 
sure, and a vast quantity of arms. A part of 
the Prussian army now blockade it. 

One of the National Guard of Paris, a very 
respectable shopkeeper ia thq Rue de Riche- 
lieu, who was himself in tbe'battle,. informed 
me, that three days before the arrival of the 
Allied Army before Paris, the Fed6r^s attacked 
the National Guard in the streets: the Feder^s 
were fifteen thousand; but the others were 
superior in numbers, and after a sanguinary 
battle, thev drove them bapk. In the Rue 
Richelieu many of them wqre killed, and it is 
supposed the F6d6r^ lost a great number of 
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men. Most of the National Guard, composed 
of the respectable citizens, are in favour of the 
King, and <;ontinue to do the duty of the 
city. The former are now quiet, but not to be 
trusted. 

Wc werit afterwards to the Theatre Fran5ai8 ; 
the house was crowded to an excess. The 
play was ^' La Fatase Confidences^ and the 
V Pariie de Chasse de Henri QuaireJ' When the 
air of Vive Henri was played, the audience 
joined and stood up. The following are the 
words of this popular air : — 

** Four ua penple aimabte et seosible 
Le premier bien c^esit un bon Roi; 
A son amour tout esti>08$ible» 
Le sentiment devient ml loi 
L'ame satisfaite 
Se choisit un refrein cberi, 
Lc c«ur Ic chmte, et le Prance repute, 
Vive Henri, Vive Henri. 

tJn Guerrier soua un eoup fua^ste, 
8e Toyoit deteendtt au tombcau 
Le pea de f<»cet qui lui resU 
Lui sert k sauver son drapeau ; 
Son ame satisfaite 
f^ sotivient du refrein eheri. 
El sans se t^indre en ttouraht !l reptle, 
Viiffe Henri, VhReHoBd. 
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Pes bras de I4 plus tendre m^r^ 
Un fils s'arrache et vole au camp ; 
La nature alors fait se taire^ 

L'ame satisfaite 
S^ souvient da refrein cheri 
11 Ja console, et faire elle rep^tt 

Vive Henri, Vive Henri." 

At th^ words, ** Vive Henri IF.''—'' Vive 
ce Hoi vaillaniy* the house thundered with 
applauses ; and when one of the actors repeated 
the passage in the scene between Henry and 
Sully, where the king says, '^ Dans ce siicU 
affreuXy dans ce siicie de troubles, de conspira^^ 
tions de trahisons, oujai c;ti, oHj'ai eprouve les 
plus noires perfides de la part de ceux guej*avois 
traites comme mes meilleurs amis, oh j*ai ete 
le jauet et la victime de la sciliratesse de^ leur 
complotSy tu me pardonnera hien men cher ami, 
ces petites ichappies de difiance,** the bouse join- 
ed in bursts of indignation. It is at the theatres 
where the public opinion is best discovered ; 
and if one may judge from what we hear there, 
no people can be more loyal than the Parisians. 

The house was so very hot, that we quitted 
it early, and spent the rest of the evening in 
the Palais Royale— we amused ourselves by 
looking on at the gaming-tables, where the 
same ceremony is stUl observed, o^ taking the 
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bat and stick of those who enter the rooms, 
and which are always carefully returned. The 
play did not appear to be high ; nothing was 
put down but silver^ although the gold lay on 
the table in abundance ; and I particularly re- 
marl(ed this difference, from last year, that not 
a single female was present, whereas, when I 
was there before, there appeared to be as many 
womeil as men. 



I reipain, Dear Sir, . 

Yours, &c. 
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Paris, July 14th, 1815. 
DEAR SIR, . 

After -breakfast we drove mit to 
the Bois de Boulogne, through the Porte de 
Neuilly, and along the Champs Elystes, The 
village of Boulogne is distant five miles from 
Paris, and the ride is a very agreeable one. 
This vj^ood, which was fbrmerly a large forest, 
has been considerably reduced. The fine tim- 
ber which once adorned it was' mostly cut 
down during the revolution ; but the rides 
through it are delightful, and the roads good. 
Here our Guards are encamped^ besides a con- 
siderable body of the British army. Their line 
extends close up to the Champ de Neuilly. 
There is a strong guard at the lodge of the Arc 
de TEtoile, and pieces of cannon are planted, 
which command the whole avenue leading to 
the square of Louis XV., lately the Place de 
la Concorde. 

An'ordonnance has been issued by Louis the 
XVIIIth to restore all the ancient names to the 
bridges, squares, &c. Thus, the Pont de la 
Concorde, or Pont de la Revolution, has now 
become Pont Louis XV. ; the Pont d'Auster- 
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litz is now Pont Royal ; and the Pont de Jena, 
Pont des Invalides. On the Pont Neuf, which 
is one of the most ancient in Paris, erected in 
the time of Henry the IVth, and formerly 
esteemed by the French as one of their hand* 
somest bridges, has been placed the statue of 
Henry Quatre, on horseback. An obelisk one 
hundred and eighty feet high stood there after 
the destruction of the original one during the 
revolution, on the dreadful day of the 11th of 
August, 1793 ; and the present statue is tabe 
replaced by a colossal one of bronze. Since 
the return of Louis the XVIUth, within these 
few clay9, the following lines from Voltaire 
have been put on the pedestal, with a fleur^de-* 
lis under them. The present statue was fixed 
there but a very short time before Louis was 
driven from his throne* — 

*< Toat peristait enfin 
Lorsque Bourboa paruC 

Volt. Hen, 

On our return we visited the Hotel des In- 
valides. — In the Place des Invalided there is an 
encampment of Prussian cavalry, and th»e is 
likewise one in the Champ de Mars, and all 
the neighbourhood is filled with troops of the 
allied armies* On the fine esplanade, in front. 
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are tents, horses picquettedyCannoo, and every 
sort of warlike equipage ! The noble fountain 
in the centre was crowded with soldiers, and 
dragoons watering their horses. The beautiful 
lion of bronze, which stands on the pedestal 
from whence the water flows, was taken from 
the square of Saint Mark, at Venice, by Buo- 
naparte. 

I perceived no change in the interior of the 
Invalids.* The person who shewed us the 

* This superb pile of building, which I visited in May, 
1814» and whkh I shall now des<Mibe to you as it was then 
circiu&Btaiiced, stands in the midst of a vast asplanade, sur* 
roanded with fine walka and gardens^ There are apartments 
for six thousand men. It has five courts* one within the 
other> with open colouades. At the grand entrance on the 
facade, are the colossal statues of Mars and Minerva. In 
the centre is a fine bas-relief representing Justice and Pru- 
dence ; and on the four quarters are figures represc^iting the 
conquests of Louis XIV. The dinner hall is filled with 
paintings of the different battles in the reign of Louis XIV. 

Over the church is a magnificent dome, gilt» which has a 
gmifd and striking efFect, from whatever part of Pferis it is 
saen. The inside presents a mixture of religious and rnili* 
tajy decorations. The sword of the great Frederick of Prus* 
sia was suspended there, with other military trophies ; but 
on the entrance of the allies into Paris* filucher claimed it* 
and sent it to Berlin, from whence it had been taken by 
Buonaparte. It was removed by that gallant veteran. The 
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huildifig said tkef€j were between fo'ur and five 
thou&and wounded soldiers lately brought in 

dHFerent flags which had decorated the hall had been pre- 
viously burnt, it fvae said, by the Invalids, to prevent their 
falling intd the enemies' hands. 

The monument of the great Marshal Turenne is. on the 
right hand. It was removed by Napoleon*8 orders from the 
cathedral of Saint Denis, and placed where it now is, 
Turenne is represented expiring in the arms of Victory ; and 
in bas-relief is the battle of Turkeim, where he fell. It is 
reckoned a fine piece of sculpture, as is that of the cele* 
brated Marshal Vauban, which is on the opposite side. 

In one of the chapels, that of Saint Augustine, we saw 
the bodies of Marshal Duroc, Bessieres, and General 
L'AbcHSsiere, who were killed in the late campaign^ ^ying 
in state. The coffins were covered with superbly embroi- 
dered palls of black velvet ; the arms of the deceased also 
embroidered with the imperial eagles in silver. The chapel 
was hung with black velvet, and wax candles burning by 
the bodies. 
f . . ' . 

The French Princes were coming out as we entered ; they 
had been to review the Invalids, who were all dressed in their 
best uniforms on the occasion'; and I perceived that most of 
them wore the white cockade. They had been called by 
Napoleon to' serve, and would have been compelled, no 
doubt, to quit this peaceful retreat had ikhe war continued. 

The whole building is very fine, and of vast extent, com- 
manding fine pros^^ects of the neighbouring country, and 
kept in. excellent order. 
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there, from the effects of the Prussian army 
having been compdlled to fight rtheirivay. almost 
into Paris. The British troops were never en- 
gaged after the taking of Perrdnhe. ; 

We found the Ecole Miiitaire locked up ; a 
Prussian guard was in the adjoining buildis^; 
Buonaparte's Imperif^l Gn^rd^had occupied it 
but a short timd ^Acei^-^it Was their hem]- 
quarters.* . . ' . — ■■ ? 

In the large plain before it, called the Champ 
de Mars, afid very recently the Champ de Mai, 
the scaffolding still remain^ which was erected 
for the ceremony that took place of Buona*- 
parte'i^ acceptance of the constitution, with all 
the pride and pomp of tni«lit«Ty glory, sur- 
rounded by those troops which have beeft 
sacrificed to his insatiable ambition. On this 
vast piece- of ground we observed Prussian 
^cavalry mancbuvring, arid between ^ttie double 
avenues of trees, which iex tend. from' the front 
<>f the EQole Miiitaire to the bank^of the river 



* This edifice was erected by Louis the XVtli'., for the 
education of the sKim' of officers. who had fallen itiihe ser- 
rkfe of their .'country:^ 'At the entrance are.four itatues'of 
marble, of the gp:^:Oi^nde, TiM*|ij?e, |farac|al dp. %ac^ 
aad Luxembourg. 
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Seine, were horses picquetted, and troops of the 
line performing military evolutions. 

We next visited the Palais Bourbon, re* 
cently styled Palais du Corps Legislatit We 
entered it through the Ruede TUniversit^, but 
ti^ beautiful front faces the bridge of the Font 
Louis XV,, which commands a fine view of 
tlie river Seine, the palace of the Tuilleries, and 
the Elysian Fields. — The Count d*Artois has 
now made this his residence. 

This palace was built by Madame de Cond^^ 
in 17339 but has undergone great alterations 
under the late government. The grand entrance 
IB by a superb flight of steps. The fa9ade is 
in the form of a triumphal arch, of the Corin- 
thian order. It has twelve Corinthian columns 
of marble, surmounted by a triangular front, 
with a representation in bas-relief of Napoleoa 
on horseback at the battle of Marengo. Oa 
ezch side or wings of these buildings, which 
urc dedicated to Victory and to Peace, are simi- 
lar bas-reliefs of his different battles and con- 
quests; and at either ^ide are the statues of 
Sully, Colbert, L'Hopital, andD'Agueseau, At 
the foot of the steps are two colossa] statues— 
one representing Minerva, and tke other France, 
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In the Sale de Seances, — the hall Of the Lc- 
gislative Assembly, where only eight days 
since the members were debating, forms half 
an oval. Before the tribune are two figures in 
bas-relief, History and Renown. In the niches, 
placed to the right and left of the president's 
chair, are six statues, of Demosthenes, Brutus^ 
Cato, Lycurgus^ Solon, and Cicero. In the 
centre of the ball there was a statae of Napo- 
leon on foot, which has been removed. In the 
adjoining hall, formerly the Paviiion Valois, is 
a fine painting of Buonaparte at the battle of 
Marengo. There is also a beautiful painting io 
the salooti, of Hero discovering the body of 
Leander on the sea shore, by Taillafison. The 
expression and attitude of Hero, — her counter- 
nance marked by the ^epest grief at the death 
oi hier lover, makes it, in my opinion, the fin^t 
picture I have seen of the French school. It 
had just been returned from the manufactory 
of the Gobelins, where it had been copied by 
order of Buonaparte. The tower is seen io the 
distance, and the torch blazing ; as the poet 
gays— 

<* Still as the setting sun restores the night, 
(The night tome rtiore welcome than the light,) 
I fiK «iy AimiDg ^liM-ch to guide ny lofe, 
N«r ihinef iHrare any frieadiier star aboire.** 
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All the cither pictures, representing, Buana- 
parte's celebrated bs^ttleB, with his picture and 
that of the EmpTess Maria Louisa, have been 
retnoved since I last visited this place. -^ As t 
sat on the chair, richly embroidered in gold, 
in which he had lately addressed the Legisli* 
tive Body, it was impossible not to reflect on 
the mutability of this extraordinary man's. for- . 
tune. One almost wishes to forget the vastness 
of his crimes and atrocities, when contem- 
plating the greatness of his explphs, and the 
wonderful efforts he has madp'^to preserve his 
power. ^ . . 

1 have 'been informed by an officer of. the 
staff, who had two horses shot under him in 
the action of the iSthof June, as well ashy 
others who had opportunities of observing the 
fact, that Buonaparte was seen during the 
wh6le battle in the . hottest of the fire ; and 
that he charged repeatedly at the head of th0 
Old Guard. 

We returned along the quay, opposite the 
Tuilleries and the Louvre, across the Pont- 
Neuf, passing the Palace of the Legion of 
Honour, into which we could not gain admis- 
sion, it being no longer open now for the in- 
spection of strangers. It is called the Hotel 
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4ie la Chancellerie de la Legion d'Honneur ; and 
appears a fine building in the Rue de Lille, 
facing the River Seine; the columns, which 
ibnn a beautiful entrance, are of the Ionic order 
of architecture. The saloon, which is in the , 
form of a rotunda with a cupola, is said to 
contain statues of the deceased members of the 
Legion of Honour, and some fine paintings, 
descriptive of the order. The following were 
the distinctions made by its founder : 

The cross of the Legion with the letter G. — Grand Officer. 

• • • ••.«•••• C. — Commandant, 

O.—OJicer, 

Plain cross with an eagle Ugiannaire, 

Motto— Honneur et Patrie* 

In the afternoon we went to Tivoli, Rue de 
Clichy. This is the most beautiful public 
garden in Paris. The price pf admission was 
three francs, fifteen sous, on accouat of the 
fire works, which exceeded any thing I had 
either witnessed or imagined ; the music and 
singing were excellent, and some rope-dancing 
concluded the evening. These gardens are 
very tastefully laid out, with shady walks and 
pavilions ; a profusion of sweet-scented flowers 
exhale a delightful fragrance, and throughout 
the whole are interspersed statues and lamps; 

B 
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making it, according to the Parisian expres^- 
sibn, a Little Elysium. Waltzes add cotillions 
WBre danced by private individuals with the 
elegance and taste peculiar to French females. 
The company was not very numerous, on ac- 
count of the evening having been previously 
rainy, but it appeared of a better class; and 
there were several English and Prussian offi- 
cers, who are to be seen in great numbers at all 
the public places* 

I remain. 

Dear Sir, &c. 
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Paris, July 15th, 1815. 
DEAR SIR, 

W HiLST we were at breakfast this 
morning at the Caffe Rich^, on the Boule- 
vard, which we found a very excellent one, (and 
the same may be said of most of them in that 
quarter,) a body of Hungarian Croats marched 
through the Boulevard, with a fine band of. 
music, and a party of Cossacks of the guard, 
who as we supposed are attached to the Empe- 
ror's person. 

Lord B and myself hired a cabriolet 

for the day, for which we paid sixteen francs, 
(13s. 4d.) with an agreement that it should take 
us to the. Opera. 

We drove first to the Hotel de Ville^ on the 
t'lace de Grdve ; the latter place is but too 
celebrated for the bloody scenes which passed 
there during the Revolution, and is still the 
place of public execution. The apartments of 
the Hotel de Ville are spacious, especially the 
Gk*and Salle, which is lined with red velvet, 
studded with bees, the emblem assumed by 
Buonaparte; and which the commwionaire in* 

£S 
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formed us, were about to be removed and re- 
placed by the ^eur de lis. At one end is a fine 
paiotingof Louis XVI.; it bad been concealed 
by some loyal person, and only put up within 
a few days* At the great entrance, over the 
gateway, is a colossal statue of bronze in relief, 
of Henry IV. on horseback. His statue^ 
which had been taken down during the Revo- 
lution, and preserved from the fury of the 
republicans, we found in the colonnade; it is 
to be placed in the square of the hotel* 

I asked to see the guillotine, which had de*- 
stroyed such myriads of people on this spot; 
but it had been removed, and a reference was 
^iven to that celebrated personage, Monsieur 
damson, the public executioner^ who k^p9 it 
in his custody. As a specimen how to fiod 
people in this city, I copy the direetioo give^ 
me : " Rue Saint Nicholas, Rue de Fauxbourg 
ISaint Martin, Fauxbourg de Saint Denis." 
We did not think it worth our while to urnter- 
take finding him out. 

When the unfortunate King, Lo^i$ XVI-. 
'was broygbt from Versailles, he was compel*- 
led by the ferocious mob to exhibit him^lf for 
some hours from one of the windows of thif 
iiofel, expoi^ to the imults of the p9pul«<$^ 
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assembled in tbe Place de Grev€. Here too, 
that monster, Robespierre, who caused such 
streams of blood to flow, fled himself, after he 
was proscribed, bleeding and lacerated with 
wounds; and was from hence dragged to the 
place of execution. The lamp*iron, which 
the old coachman pointed out to me last jear^ 
on which thousands were hanged by the mobi, 
ifi atill remaining. It is impossible not to view 
this spot without sensations of horror and 
disgust. 

Our next visit was to the Church of Notre 
Dame* or the Church of our Lady.* I fouad 

* May, 1814. The charch of Notre Dame^ the metropo- 
litan church, is deemed the finest in the country. It 
abounds in images and paintings^ and was hung round with 
beautiful Gobelins tapestry, wrought in the reign of Lotti« 
XIV. reptesenting his victorious sieges and battles ; it is in 
a high state of preservation, having been hid during the 
Revolution, and only brought out on the return of Louis 
XVIII. to his dominions. 

The fine pieces of stained glass in tlus chureh, whi^b acf 
ornamented with the fleiv de lis, and other iosignin of Ih9 
Bovrbon family, were ordered to be deslrayed during tb^ 
Revoiutioa ; tbey were, however, •nly dsiiitaed ov^r ^itl| 
|Miint or varnkby ivhich has now been removeds and tbf 
«taiDed glass is as beautiful as ever. Thi» diiircb wa«i ih^ 
irst place Louis XVllL entered on his arnml «t P«A8^ 
Every possible art had been used to decorate it as mftgqifir 
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every thing in the same state in which I had 
seen it before, except, that the tapestry hang- 
ings which had decorated it« walls at the time 
Louis XVIII. first entered Paris, were taken 
down at the tin>e he fled from it, and had 
not been replaced. The chapels and beautiful 
monuments which had been destroyed dur- 
ing the Revolution, were undergoing repairs 
by the King's orders at the period of Buona- 
parte's return. The choir is very beautiful, 
and has been considerably embellished by pre- 
sents from Napoleon and Maria Louisa. It 
was during the Revolution converted into a 
dep6t for wine; and the exquisite Scripture 



eently as possible : and id this state we found it. Le 
Sacristie de St. Basilique, which the commissionaire shewed 
us, and which he informed us was only uow ptirmitted to be 
shewn to foreigners, according to his account, contains the 
crow 11 of thorns, and a piece of the real cross of our 
Saviour; these relics are preserved with pious care in boxes 
of gold. In the bame place are deposited the crown, sword, 
and gold spurs of the Emperor Charlemagne; the Imperial 
regalia, used at the coronation of Napoleon, consisting of 
the crown, sceptre, and globe ; likewise, the sword of state, 
and crown, made for the intended coronation ^ of Maria 
Louisa, whidi never took place. The coronation robes of 
Buonaparte aiul Maria Louisa are of purple velvet, lined 
with etmine, and were covered with bees embroidered in 
gold, ufid the bordering beautifully and richly executed io 
the aame way by the people at Lyons. 
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pieces in relief on the pannels were twice put 
up to sale, but fortunately no purchasers could 
be found for them. The superb altar-piece of 
white marble and porphyry, of our Saviour at 
the Foot of the Cross, was luckily removed in 
time, and secreted in the vaults from the hands 
of those wretches who were destroying every 
thing they could seize in the name of liberty 
and equality. 

From Notre Dame we drove to the Pan^ 
theon — the Basiiiqtie de la Nouvelie Sainte 
Genevieve, oH, h Pantheon Franfais. 

The National Assembly designed this superb 
pile of building, which has been erected on 
the spot where the Church of Saint Genevieve 
formerly stood, to receive the ashes of the 
celebrated men of France, and named it the 
Pantheon. 

The form of this magnificent edifice is that 
of a Greek cross. The entrance i,s ornamented 
by twenty-two columns of the Corinthian 
order, supporting the facade of the portico, 
which is decorated with bas*reliefs, under 
which is ihe following inscription : 
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AUK GRANDS HOMMES, LA PATRIE tlfiC0N<M8* 
SANTE.— 

<< A Gratefal Country dedicates this Building to her Great 
Men/' 



The whole building is vaulted; the dome 
is extremely fine* It is not yet complet€d, but 
the masons are going on with their work, and 
when finished, it will be a magnificent struc- 
ture. It is one of those places which one re- 
visits with pleasure. 

At the grand entrance I perceived the letters 
which must have been placed there by the re- 
volutionists, and which having been at the 
t^iue of the consulate only slightly washed 
over with stone-icolpur composition, are now 
perfectly distinct. It is not a little curious that 
they should have either escaped observation 
so longi or that they should at such a period 
be8u£Pered to remain. Be this a^ it may, I did 
not perceive them when I visited this place in^ 
1814. The words are as follow, immediately 
under the inscription already quoted, over the 
great door between the columns : — 

UN1T6 . INDIVISIBILITe . REPUBLIQUE . 

JiIBERT6 . EGALIT^ . FRATERNITY. 

DROIT DE L'HOMME. 
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The ftta^tue of Genefal Le Clerc, Buonaparte's 
brother-in-law, and ihat of Marshal Lannes,^ 
had both been taken down since I was last 
here. That of Le Clerc, who commanded the 
army of St. Domingo, and who died there, was 
seahding ia a corner. These were the only two 
statues that bad bi^en erected prerious to tfad 
restoration of Louis XYIIL 

Descending to the vaults, where are depo* 
sited the remains df forty-three generals, sena- 
tors, &c. we visited the tombs of Voltaire and 
Rousseau. The marble statue of the formeif 
stands in a niche, opposite the sarcophagus 
which contains his remains, and which wer^ 
removed by the National Convention from th^ 
place of his interment. On one side of the 
sarcofibBgus are these words : 

** Aux manes de Voltaire, rAssemblee Nationale k d^cret^ 
le 30 Mai 17D1, qu*il avoit meriti^ les honneun dtt aux 
gtands hommeft." 

Oil the opposite Aide of the sarcophagus : 

** Poete, Htstoriea, Phiktopbe, il aggrandit Pesprit h^ 
main. II oembattit les Atheea et les fanatiques ; il in'* 
spira la Toleranoe, il reclama les Droits de rHomineSi 

. eoatre la senrttude de la feodalit^y il ddendit Ci^aa sei^ 
vant de la Barre et MoDballie." 

Rousseau's tomb is a plain sarcophagus, 
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with the words, " Jci repose C Homme de la 
Nature et de la Virile:*" — " Here reposes the 
roan of Nature and of Truth/' Nothing can be 
more simple or more descriptive. 

His hand appears from a door, at one end of 
the sarcophagus, holding a torch, as an allege- 
rical allusion, — that, although dead, he still 
continues to illumine the universe by his 
writings.* 

* May, 1814. On the road from Saint Denis we passed 
on an eminence the small town of Montmorenci, surrounded 
by an enchanting country. The hermitage of J. J. Rous- 
seaa» with the dwelling-house and beautiful garden* lately 
belonged to Oomte Aldini» Secretary of State for the Icing- 
dom of Italy. In this delightful retreat Ri^usseaa com- 
posed his Nouvelle Heloise — 

** The woild afford* uot such a charming scene 
Of gently waving trees, and hedge-rows green." 

" Ermenonville, where J. Jacques^ Rousseau retired to end 
his days," observes Dr. Smith, in his Tour, " ought not to 
be neglected by any traveller." Here it was that on the Isle 
of Poplars reposed the remains of Rousseau. His tomb, 
formed of white marble, was embosomed in a grove of those 
trees. On one side was inscribed " L'Homme de la Nature 
ct de la Verite." It was the express desire of Rousseau 
to be buried in this garden, then belonging to the Marquitt 
de Gerandin. His remains were removed during the Revolu- 
tion to the Pantheon. 

The gardens of Ermenonville are distaat about eight 
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In one of the vaults is a sarcophagus of Mar- 
shal Lannes, Duke of Montebello, who was 
killed at the battle of Esling; also of Duroc, 
the Marshal of the palace, and General L'Abois* 
siere, who fell in action^ and who were lyijDg 
fn state with the Duke of Montebello, at the 
Hospital of the fnvalids, in May, 1814, where 
I saw them, as already described. 

We went from the Pantheon to the Palace 
of the Luxembourg, — Palais du Senai Con- 
servateur.* 

nriileB from Chantilly^ through which I passed in my road to 
Paris. A statue was erected in the gardens of the latter 
p1ace» called L'Isle de TAmour. On the pedestal were these 
beautiful lines by Rousseau, which I copied from Smith's 
account of the place : — 

** N'offrant qu*un ccsur k la beaute, 

Nud comme la verity, 

Saus armes comme la Constance, 

Tel fut Tamour dans le si^cle d'or 

On ne le trouve plus quoiqu'on le cherche encore.*' 

The statue represented a little naked boy, without darts 
or wings, holding a flaming heart. Above a seat under a 
wide-spreading elm were inscribed by the same hand, — 
" Voici cet orme beureux ou ma Louise a recu ma foi." 

* This truly magnificent palace was constructed in 1516, 
by Mary ei Medicis, queen of Henry the Fourth of France. 
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This magnificent palace has undergone no 
change since I last saw it, except that the 
apartment of the King of Rome has been con- 
verted, since Napoleon's return, into a com^ 

The fa9ade of thii5 building, as jou enter it from the Ru# 
Tournon, is ornamented, and supported hj Doric pillars» 
The dome in the centre is of the Tuscan and Doric orders, 
surrounded by statues. The fa9ade facing the gardens is 
much admired for its beauty and simplicity. 

There k a fine library ^nd gallery 'of paintings, qalled 
the Galerie de Rubens, containing many of the choicest 
paintings of that celebrated master. There are, also, the 
beautiful paintings of Verney. 

- The staircase leading to the Sale de Stances du Senat, is 
very grand. The walls on each side are decorated with the 
-finest marble statues, all considered as portraits, baring 
been taken from life by the first artists in France. These 
consist of Generals Kleber, Hoche, Dessaix, Dugominier, 
Joubert, CafFerelli, and Marceau ; and of the legislators, 
Mirabeau, Beauharnais, Thoarot, Barnave, Chapelier, Ver- 
ginauk, and Condorcet; — all characters with which the 
annals of the French revolution have made us well ac- 
quainted. 

This superb staircase, as well as the statues, were designed 
by M. Chalgrin, the celebrated French artist. At the top 
>re several apartments for the officers and messengers of the 
Senate, and the guards, which always attend their sittings. 

The fipartments leading to the Senate «re supwbly far- 
nisbed ; the oooiparim^ta in the walis^ vbidi are of gre«t 
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inittee room, and the enchanting^garden is dow 
H vast camp of Prussian infantry ; the cavalry 
occupy the surrounding buildings. The walks 
are luxuriously ornamented with orange trees; 
aad statues of the finest marble and most ex- 
quisite workmanship adorn the terrace and the 
grounds. A large sheet of water is in front of 
this noble structure ; the views from the win- 
dows are extensive ; and the grounds extend 
to the New Boulevards and the Gardens of the 



height^ and very 8paciott«» contain paintings by Darid and 
other French {)Qinter»» of the vnrioiis battles and carepoigali 
of Buonaparte. 

The Hall of the Senate is a semi-circle^ in the centre of 
which is the throne and canopy of state, elegantly embroi- 
43ered in velvet and gold, and carmounted by an eagleu 
Here Napoleon sat when he attended the aenate : imnodii- 
Qtely opposite is tiie tribune for the President. On eaob 
side the throne are three niches, with the statues of Cicero, 
^Cato, Brutus, Demosthenes, Solon, and Lycurgus, in Ita- 
lian marble, finely executed, 'and as large as life. 

We weie sKewn an apartment leadkig out of the Hall «f 
the Stoate, which is called *' L'Appartement du Roi de 
Rome*" The paunels in the wall are of tapestry, repre* 
senting the different ruins and public edifices of that city. 
The chairs were executed in the same way. It is impossi- 
%\e to imagine any thing more beaatifui than this fin^ 
mpmtmemu 
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Chartreux. The hall, where the Peers held 
their sittings, was occupied by them in debate 
but eight days since ! In this delightful abode 
the allied Prussian troops now pass their time, 
and well may they be said to repose after the 
fatigues of war. One cannot, however, help 
lamenting that such a spot should be subject to 
the depredations of a thoughtless soldiery* 

In the evening we dined at Riche's, on the 
Italian Boulevard, and went to the Opera, where 
we witnessed the gratifying reception which 
Louis the XVII I th met with on his entrance. 
The royal box, lined with blue velvety on which 
were embroidered the Bourbon arms, was 
placed opposite to the stage, in front of the 
house. His Majesty was attended by the 
Count d'Artois and the Due de Berri. He 
wore a blue coat with gold epaulets, and looked 
remarkably well. The King put his hand re- 
peatedly to his heart, in the most impressive 
manner, and bowed frequently to the audience 
when they cheered him. The house was 
crowded to an excess not to be described; 
hundreds of beautiful women in white dresses, 
having their heads ornamented with lilies, added 
to the interest and splendour of the whole coup 
d'csii. The opera was Jphigenie in Taurida^ and 
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the ballet La Dansomanie. The music and 
dancing, as usual, very fine. Mademoiselle 
Goslin, Madame Gardin, and Monsieur Albert, 
performed a beautiful pas de trois. Lords Gas* 
tlereagh, Clancarty, Clive, and Stewart, with 
several other distinguished Englishmen, sat in 
the box near to Prince Frederick of Prussia, 
which was next to the King's. A consider- 
able number of the allied officers and foreigners 
of distinction were in the other boxes, and 
this concourse of persons produced a most 
striking eflFect. 

It is scarcely possible for me to give you a 
description of the variety of interesting objects 
which are hourly presenting themselves, nor 
have I sufficient leisure to enter fully into de- 
tails. I shall, however, omit no opportunity 
of giving you every information of the actual 
state of the capital. In the mean time I may 
observe, that many parts of this distracted 
country are in a state of siege, or blockaded 
by the allied troops. The villages and towns 
in the vicinity are abandoned, having been plun- 
dered first by the French troops, and then by 
the enemy; apd, most probably, the country 
will suffer for many years to come the conse- 
quences of Buonaparte's return. To the im- 
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mortal honour of the British troops, not a coin« 
plaint IB heard from any one. Ail unite in 
bestowing prai$e on their exemplary conduct, 
and the name of an Englishman is every where 
respected* 

I remain, Dear Sir, 

Yours, &c. 
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Paris, July I6th, 1815. 
DEAR SIR, 

Several divisions of irregular Cos- 
sacks entered Paris and its environs to-day. — 
Last year vi^e passed early in the morning 
through a large body of Cossacks, at their 
bivonac. They were lying on the open ground^ 
their horses in rows by the road side. It was 
then so cold, that, with an additional great coat 
«nd the chaise windows up, I could not keep 
myself warm ; and yet these hardy sons of na- 
ture appeared to be reposing in perfect comfort. 
Such is the force of habit ! 

It is a curious fact, related to me by an oflS- 
cer of distinguished rank in the Russian ser- 
vice, that the Cossacks were not informed of 
their being out of the territories of the Empe* 
ror of Russia, until the}? were nearly crossing 
the Rhine to enter France, otherwise they 
would hstve immediately commenced their usual 
system of plunder, even in the country of 
their allies. 

*' They are quiet enough now,** said thepos- 
tilion, *^ maU auparavant monsieur j Us oni voUt 

p 
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par»tout^ etviolie les femmes a tout coin/^ • A 
lady, at Amiens, said to me, " Qu'ils sent qf-^ 
freux ces Cossacs^ nous avons tou jours peur d0^ 
nous trouver dans les bras de ces bar bares" — -No 
doubt they have inspired terror, and committed 
excesses enow ; but whea we call to our re- 
collection the atrocities of the French armies 
in Spain, Portugal, Germany, and every coun- 
try through which they passed, we cannot 
be surprised at any retaliation inflicted oa 
them. 

At the same table some stories were related 
of the treatment of the females, which an Eng- 
lishman Would have been shocked to hear re- 
peated in a woman's presence; but. there is a 
grossierett in their conversation which none but 
French women could endure. 

The Russian army at present is at Manx. 
It is curious to see British, Prussian, and 
French National Guards all mounting the sam^ 
guard together ; and the reliefs of the sentries 
as they pass along the streets are composed of 
a mixture of these different nations. The streetg 
of Paris are crowded to excess with all de* 
scriptions of people, and the heat is intolerable. 
Th6 irregularity,, or perhaps total want of po- 
lice at such a moment, causes negligence in 
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the removal of filth from them, at no time 
very celebrated for their cleanliness ; and the 
** mauvaise odeut*^ assails the nose in every di- 
rection, — so that I should not be surprised if 
some contagious disease were to arise here. 

The Palais Royale is crowded night and day, 
and is perfectly quiet, although thronged by 
such a mob. We passed the greater part of the 
inorning in viewing the different shops and 
curiosities with which it abounds. On enter- 
ing it from the Rue Saint Honof6, I perceived 
over the great gateway these words, not ef- 
faced by the composition slightly washed over 
them : 

LIBERTE 

oil 
LA MORT. 

This palace, situated in the Rue Saint Ho- 
nor6, was built by the celebrated Cardinal 
Richelieu, in 1636, and was then called Le 
Palais de'Richelieu^ It was given by Louis 
XIV. to his brother, the Duke of Orleans. 
The late Duke, who assumed the name of 
Egaliti, sold it; he it was who took so active 
a part in the Revolution, and at length fell a 
sacrifice to the fury and vengeance of the mob 
he had encouraged by his example. It has 

F 2 
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since that period continued to be the property 
of private individuals. 

In the centre of this building are the gardens; 
but they appear to have been much neglected 
since I saw them last year. On each side the 
square, within the colonnades, is to be found, 
according to the French description, almost 
every thing that the invention of man ever 
produced; all that can administer to the grati- 
fication of luxury and pleasure. Under the 
shops are coffee-houses, called cayeam\ where 
dancing and every sort of amusement are con- 
stantly going forward ; intermixed with the 
shops are the restaurateurs and gaming-houses. 
The apartments above are assembly-rooms, 
and licensed lottery and gambling-houses, un- 
der the su peri n tendance of government, which 
is said to derive a great revenue from them. 

To give an instance of the necessity of bar- 
gaining for Avhatever one purchases in this 
extraordinary and unequalled spot, I looked at 
an opera-glass — the man asked me thirtff-eighi 
francs. In order to get rid of him, after look- 
ing at a great many things which I did not 
wish to purchase, I offered eight. " Prenez"— 
'' take it,'* said the man, " it is your's.*' 
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We took some ices at the Ca1f(& de Mille 
Colonnes ; which is curiously arranged within 
side, the whole being lined with mirrors, so 
that each pillar reflects the other; when it is 
lighted up with the superb chandeliers which 
are suspended from the ceiling, it has a pretty 
effect. The Belle Lemonadiere has always a 
great many of the Prussian officers at her 
Caff^ ; she seems to be more admired by them 
than by the English. 

We spent the evening on the Boulevards, 
after dining*at Grignon's, in the Rue de Petit 
Champs The theatres are very hot from their 
crowded state. Those open at this season, are, 
Academie Royal de Musique, Theatre Fran* 
^ais. Theatre de TOpera-Comique, Theatre de 
rOdeon^ Theatre du Vaudeville, Theatre des 
Vari6t6s, Theatre de la Gaiet^, Ambigu- 
Comique, Theatre de la Porte Saint Martin, 
and the Theatre Pittoresque et M&chanique. 

This morning the white flag was displayed 
on the tower of Vincennes; but the ccnn- 
mandant. Monsieur Daumesnil, will not sur- 
render it to the Allies. 

A contribution has been ordered to be levied 
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on the city of Paris of one hundred miilions of 
francs. 

A French lady told me this evening, who is 
very intimate with Madame Dubois, whose 
husband attended Maria Louisa during her 
accouchement^ th^t there does not exist a doubt 
in the minds of the French people of the 
King of Rome being Napoleon's child, and 
they say resembles him very much*. 

I remain, Dear Sir, 

Yours, &c. 

* Since my return to England, a friend of mine has re- 
ceived a letter from Vienna, stating, that the Archduchess 
Maria Louisa Imd been in the highest spirits ever since she 
heard of Buonaparte's departure for St. Helena. 

This may be accounted for, from her attachihent to him, 
which is said by the French people to be very great, know- 
ing that his life has been spared ; and it would appear, that 
she still cherishes the hope that her son will some day suc- 
ceed to the throne of France : otherwise, why should she be 
80 desirous, as it has been generally stated she is, to conceal 
from him his father's abdication ? 
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Parie, Sunday, July 16th, 1815. < 
DEAR SIR, 

Our first visit this morning was to 
the Palais Royale, where for a few sous we 
read the papers. The crowd of people ex- 
ceeded any thing I had ever seen there; multi- 
tudes of foreigners of the allied armies and 
Parisians filled the Caff^s^ and it was with 
difficulty we "could obtain a seat. Few of the 
shops are closed, and there is nothing to indi- 
cate the day beyond the crowds of people ift 
the streets better dressed than usual. The 
Boulevards were thronged in the samemanner^ 
and until a very late hour at night. 

We drove through the Fauxbourg de Saint 
Antoine, along the Fauxbourg de Temple^ by 
the Place de Bastille, across the Bridge of 
Austerlitz, to the Jardin des Planted — the Bota- 
nical Garden. 

This splendid museum and garden is cer* 
tainly unequalled in the universe, both as the 
most instructive and interesting that can be 
seen. It is indebted for its value and its 
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beauty to the labours of the celebrated natu- 
ralist, Buffon. 

At the entrance of the Garden, from the 
Bridge of Austerlitz, is a menagerie, contain^ 
ing animals and wild beasts from every part of 
the world. The Museum of Natural Hi^^tory 
possesses the greatest variety, and most rare 
productioos of nature; and the gardens, which 
are of vast extent, contain plants and trees from 
every climate, in regular order and succession. 
The walks through the different avenues of the 
garden, are exceedingly beautiful and agree- 
able; and from the windows of the Museum 
there is an extensive view of Paris and its en- 
virons. The animal, vegetable, and mineral 
productions, are in the highest state of pre- 
servation possible. The librarian and resident 
inspector, Monsieur Lucas, was very polite 
and attentive, and invited us to renew our visit 
some day at an earlier hour, to shew us the 
wax-Work and the anatomical preparations and 
skeletons. He said the Emperor of Austria 
had been with him yesterday morning before 
seven o'clock, and had passed several hours in 
viewing the patural curiosities. It certainly 
would require several days to inspect it pro- 
perly and satisfactorily. It is open to the 
allied armies every day, and to the inhabitants 
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and the public on Tuesdays and Fridays ;' from 
the hour of three until five in the winter, and 
in spring and summer, from three until seven. 
The rooms and garden were crowded with 
Prussian troops — very few English ; the former 
are encamped in its vicinity, not within it, as 
I was at first informed. It would have been 
disgraceful to have suffered a place so interest- 
ing to mankind, to have been exposed to the 
depredations of the soldiery. Placards were 
stuck up in the different languages, by order 
of the allied sovereigns, threatening the troops 
with severe punishment if they injured any 
thing. within its walls; or in all likelihood it 
would have been destroyed long since. 

As we passed the spot where the Bastille 
once stood, we got out to view the arch, erected 
in the fosse, which still remains; on which is^ 
to be placed the elephant, to be cast in bronze. 
The building which incloses the model is 
close to it ; but we reserved our visit to this 
most interesting curiosity for another day. — 
This place recalled to our recollection the 
bloody scenes that have been transacted here. 
How few of the actors in that tragedy are now 
in existence ! and how little have their descend- 
ants profited by the change. 
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As I passed over the Place de Bastille, it 
brought to my remembraDce, that some years 
since I had visited its dungeons; nothing now 
remains but the pedestal and masonry for the 
intended fountain, to be erected there in the 
fosse ; not a vestige is to be seen of that once 
celebrated fortress, the prototype of the 
Temple. 

The idea of having an enormous elephant 
erected on this spot is said to have originated 
with Buonaparte. It was intended to be one 
hundred feet high, with a castle on its back, 
that was to serve as a reservoir for water, the 
proboscis forming a jet d'eau; while smaller 
streams were to issue from beneath its feet, as 
if forced up by the pressure of the animal. It 
is to be hoped that this vast plan will be car- 
ried into effect. It was to have been cast in 
bronze, and would certainly form one of the 
most magnificent objects in Paris. 

The Pont d'Austerlitz, vi^hich we crossed, 
forms the communication between the Boule- 
vard de Bourbon and the Jardin des Plantes. 
The piers are of stone, and the arches and 
railing of cast iron. It is light, and is cer- 
tainly a beautiful object, uniting great strength 
with solidity. In passing over it we had a fine 
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view of the Rampart de Paris, between the old 
place of the Bastille and the river, and also of 
the city of Paris. 

We got out to look at the Porte de Saint 
Denis and the Porte de St. Martin, as we drove 
by thena. They are both triumphal arches, 
built in the reign of Louis the XlVth, hand- 
somely decorated with trophies in bas-relief, 
and commemorate his different victories. The 
arrangement and execution are regarded as 
among the finest specimens of art, scarcely 
yielding in magnificence to the one in the 
CarouzeK 

After having dined at Nicol's, on the Boule- 
vard, we went to the beautiful gardens of 
Tivoli, where we were highly amused with the 
waltzing. The evening concluded with a most 
brilliant display of fire- works, in the midst of 
which a young boy descended, balancing him- 
self on a rope upwards of sixty feet from the 
ground : a girl not more than fourteen years of 
age did the same thing the other evening. It 
was a more terrific than pleasing sight. 

I remain, Dear Sir, 

Yours, &c. 
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Paris, July 17th» 1815. 
DEAR SIK, 

Accounts were yesterday received 
of the Austrian army, of 60,000 raen, haring 
entered Troyes, on their march to Fontainbleau. 
The Bavarians are at Chalons, consisting of 
30,000. From this accumulation of the allied 
forces in the vicinity of the capital, it would 
appear as if affairs are not likely to be arranged 
without the aid or the presence of foreign 
troops. It is calculated that there are in Paris 
300,000 soldiers, and about 500,000 more in 
'France of the different allied powers. The 
French troops are said to be daily diminishing, 
either by returning to their homes, or giving 
in their submission to the royal authority ; but 
there exists in Paris, and in many parts of 
France, a numerous and daring party against 
the restoration of Louis the XVII I th, for rea* 
sons obvious enough. 

From all that I saw and could collect during 
my short stay in Paris, in May 1814, it ap- 
peared evident, that the nation was in a very 
unsettled state, and likely to contiiiue so^ un- 
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less some very strong and decisive measures 
were adopted by the court to restrain the 
violence and hatred of different parties. — 
There were then in Paris two decided parties, 
who were making attempts, through means of 
pamphlets, (sold openly and publicly in the 
Palais Royale,) to prevent the public mind 
from subsiding into peace and quietness. The 
revolutionary party, and that of the royalists, 
composed the great mass of the people, and 
required all the caution and all the temperance 
of the King to reconcile such jarring interests 
and opinions. The^ adherents of Buonaparte, 
whom I class under the title of revolutionary, 
as opposed to the old monarchy, were nume- 
rous and resolute ; and however appearances 
might be, while Napoleon lived they seemed 
never likely to be reconciled to the Bourbons. 
The Buonapartists were so strong, that the 
King of necessity employed those who served 
against him : the ancient order of noblesse suf- 
fered of course all the 'mortification of poverty 
and want of power under him who could pro- 
tect or restore them to their former conse- 
quence : hence jealousies and distrust were to 
be expected in those who ought to have been 
the support of the restored monarch. 
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. I cannot imagine a stronger proof of this, 
and of the fears now entertained by the King*s 
party, notwithstanding the imposing force 
with which he is surrounded, than the ap- 
poiatment of such a man as Fouchi, True, 
he is said to have bisen instrumental in procur- 
ing. the retdrn of Louis ; and I have heard that 
when the King was quitting Paris, on the re- 
turn of Buonaparte, Fouch6 said to him, " If 
I had been at the head of the police, that man 
should never have succeeded as he has done. 
1 will not follow your majesty, because I can 
sender you more service by remaining where I 
am." But when we consider this man's cha- 
racter, and the republican principles of his 
party, what safety can there be for the King 
when once the powerful protection he now has 
is withdrawn from him ? 

While the Tuilleries yesterday was crowded 
with thousands of people, shouting " Vive le 
Roi/" the different Fauxbourgs were agitated 
by the numerous partizans of the late chief, 
and the republicans among thfe Feder^s, ap- 
pearing with the insignia of his orders, and 
wearing a pink, which one meets with every 
where. The National Guards arrested several 
in different quarters ; but these mild mea- 
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Butes, this temporizing policy will never do. 
It is very evident, that the factious are only 
quiet from necessity and fea!» not from a desire 
to contribute to the restoration of order and 
tranquiliity. How weak must that govern- 
ment feel itself, when at this moment not a 
traitor has been arrested, nor a single person 
brought to punishment, although an example, 
an instantaneous one, ought to have been made 
of those who betrayed their allegiance, and drove 
their lawful sovereign from his throne, to receive 
the man who had forfeited every claim by his 
abdication. 

Yesterday his Grace the Duke of Wellington, 
attended by a number of generals and other 
superior ojfBcers of the British army, were pre** 
sented to the King at the Tuilleries, where they 
were graciously received. The King thanked 
the Duke for the good conduct which had been 
observed by the English army since they had 
reached the capital. 

All those troops that were bivouacked in the 
Carouzel have been removed to the Champ de 
Mars ; — the others remain nearly in the same 
places. 
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I was introduced this inorniDg to Sir Nefl 
Campbell, the officer who accompanied Buona- 
parte to Elba^ and we went with him to the 
Louvre, but were not permitted to see the gal- 
lery of paintings without an order from the 
Baron Denon, who received us very politely, 
and entered into an interesting conversation. 
After having shewn us his beautiful collection 
of antiques which he brought with him from 
Egypt, M. Denon acquainted us with a curious 
circumstance, of his having just received a 
letter from Rochefort, informing him of Buo- 
naparte, (whom he styled L'Empereur^) having 
sent General Bertrand to the officer command- 
ing the English squadron, to put himself under 
the protection of the British. Baron Denon 
also mentioned^ that Napoleon had said to him 
before he quitted Paris* that the English were 
the only people he could trust his life with. 
He also mentioned that the reason for being so 
particular in granting permission to visit the 
gallery of paintings arose from the Prussians 
having taken down all the paintings, and re- 
moved the statues that had been brought away 
by the French from Prussia. He complained 
that they had likewise taken away such as had 
been brought from Saxony. 
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Among other circumstances which the 
Baron related of his master, (and I gave him 
credit for the candid manner in which he 
spoke of his attachment to him, whom he had 
so long served,) he stated, that he had been re- 
peatedly assured by Buonaparte^ since his 
return, that he never would have quitted Elba 
to re-enter France, had he not feared being 
sent to St, Helena, and being deprived of the 
revenue settled upon him at his abdication. 
But it is well known, that it was the intention 
of the English Government to abide strictly 
by the Treaty of Paris : Buonaparte, however, 
had latterly distrusted it, and often expressed 

himself to Sir N C — '- , to that 

effect. The Baron said, that Caulaincourt's 
(the Duke of Vicenza,) estates had ju^t been 
confiscated. He also informed me, speaking 
of Murat, that he had not acted from any pre- 
concerted measures with Buonaparte in the 
late transactions in Italy: when he came to 
Paris, after his disasters in that country. 
Napoleon refused to see him, 

Denon appeared to be more hurt at the pros- 
pect of the Gallery of the Museum being 
stripped, than interested in any of the political 
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events going on.* This circumstance related 
by Denon respectidg Buonaparte was com- 
municated to our Ministers, but having re- 
ceived intelligence of his movements as late as 

• May, 1814. At the Mus6e Napoleon are to be seen the 
rarest specimens of art, collected into one focus by robbery 
and plunder! Let the French nation call it whatever they 
please ; from the Vatican at Rome, from Venice, A-om Flo- 
rence, and from every quarter in Europe, in the same way 
the pwntings in the Louvre have been collected/ 

The Fredch in their description of the different statues 
and pictures, are not, as one would suppose^ anxious to 
avoid any allusion to the manner in which the nation became 
possessed of t|;^em. In their account, for instance, of the 
Venus de Medicis, they say, " La France d d^ l*ApoU(m 
aux victoires de Napoleon^ pendant sa prermire campagm 
d^Italie, sa munificence d valu aux arts ce second chef 
d'ceuvreJ*' And in another place they say^ " Ce Buste 
est tire du Musee du Capitole d Rome." 

The statue of Venus de Medicis is executed in Parian mar- 
ble, of the finest grain that is known. It was originally 
placed in the Garden of Medicis at Rome, until the six- 
teenth century, when it was removed, and had remained in 
the Gallery at Florence during the seventeenth. It is 
deemed the only rival to the celebrated Apollo Belvidere. 

The Apollo Belvidere, which is placed in the same saloon 
with the Venus de Medicis, was discovered at the end of 
the fifteenth century, at Capo d* Aurzo, twelve leagues from 
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the 1 4th, they supposed that the Baron in- 
terxied it should be so believed to mibtead the 
Allied Powers with regard to his real designs ; 
a short time must develope the truth. 

Rome, close to the sea-side^ among the ancient ruin; of 
Antiam, a city celebrated for its Temple of Fortune, and 
the magnificent palace which the Roman Emperors had 
erected, and embellished with the rarest works of art, Julius 
the Second, when only Cardinal, acquired the possessiou of 
this chefd'ceuvre^ and placed it in the palace which he then 
inhabited, near the Church of Santi Apostoli ; but soon 
after, being elected Pope, it was removed to the Belvidere in 
the Vatican, where during three centuries it formed the 
admiration of the universe. The French, with their usual 
vanity and arrogance, add, *' Lorsque un Heros guide par 
la victoire est venu Pen tuer pour la cpnduire et la fixer d 
jamais sur les rives de la Seine" 

On the pedestal of this inimitable statue, is the following 
inscription: " La Statue d^Apolhn^ qui s'*elh)€ sur ce 
pedestal f trouvi a Antium sur la fin du XV^ Siecle-placS an 

Vatican par Jules IL au commencement du XV h: 

Ccnquis VAn V, de la Repuhlique^ par VarmSe d^Italie^ sous 
les ordres du General Buonaparte^ d etc fixee ici le 21 
Germinal^ An VI IL premier an de son consulat," 

On the other side af the pedestal is as follows : 

Buonaparte, I' Consul. 
Cambaceres, U^ Consul. 
Lebrun, III® Consul. 
LuciEN Buonaparte, Ministre de Tlnteriear. 

The Members of the Institution, who were sent by Bnona- 
g2 
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We have had an opportunity of visiting a 
part of the Palace of the Tuilleries : the 
remainder we are promised shall be shewn us 
to-morrow. 

We entered it by the great stair-case, into 
the Salle de Marechaux, where full-length 
paintings of most of the Marshals of France 
are arranged, together with the busts of the 
mpst celebrated Generals. The portraits of the 
Marshals are as follow : — The Dukes of Taren- 
tum, Montebello, Treviso, Cornegliano, Dant- 
zick, Dalmatia, Ragusa, Rivoli, Reggio, and 
Istria; Marshals Murat, Prince de Neufchatel, 
and Brune ; Generals Jourdan and Perignon ; 
and the marble busts of Generals CafFarelli, 
Latour Treville, La Harpe, Marceau, Le Clerc, 
Caussi, Dugonier, Duprfes, and Joubert. Two 
paintings, also, by French masters, adorn the 



parte to the different countries, from which they plundered 
the various statues and paintings under the specious names 
of victors, were, fiarthelemy, Berthelot, MoiUo, Monze, 
^^IliouiD, and Tinet : and certain it is, that these commis- 
sioner^ did ample justice to the choice of their master. But 
let us hope that the alHed sovereigns, in arranging the peace, 
about to .be established, will not lose sight of that retribu- 
tion and justice, which the late government owe to other 
nations, in making them restore their plunder. 
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hall, of the Battle of Rivoli, and the Passage of 
the Po. Figures of men in suits of armour 
of polished steel surround the gallery. 

Leading out of this hall, to the right, is the 
chamber of the Council of State, on the ceil- 
ing of which is a very fine painting of the Bat- 
tle of Austerlitz, by David. Buonaparte is on 
horseback; and it has been acknowledged to be 
the most striking likeness of any that had been 
taken of him. 

The private theatre, which is in this wing of 
the palace, is about the size, 1 should think, 
of the little theatre in the Haymarket, most 
elegantly fitted up. It was the late Queen of 
France, Maria Antoinette, who had it con* 
structed for the amusement of her court ; and 
it has since been considerably embellished by 
the Empress Maria Louisa. 

We visited afterwards the Bibliotheque Na- 
tionale, now called the Royal Library, in the 
Rue de Richlieu. 

The manuscripts and valuable collection of 
books in all languages, in this splendid library, 
are supposed to be the finest and most exten- 
sive in Europe. The building, which is of 



86 PARIS, IN THE 

va«t extent, was formerly the Hotel Mazarine. 
In the centre of the great court-yard is a beau- 
tiful statue, representing a naked female, rest- 
ing on one foot, in bronze. 

The first floor of this palace is entirely ap- 
propriated to printed books ; and in all the 
apartments there are tables and chairs, with 
pens and ink, for the use of visitors. The dif- 
ferent rooms are said to contain — 

S.50,000 Printed volumes. 
100,000 Manuscripts. 

*%000 Genealogies of noble families. 

5,000 Engravings. 
50,000 Prints and other engravings. 

And there are two globes, thirty feet in diame- 
ter, supposed to be the largest in the world. 

Among the manuscripts are several letters of 
our Henry the VUIth, Henry the IVth of 
France, Louis the XlVth, Voltaire, Racine, 
La Fontaine, and Boileau, in high preserva* 
tion. The greatest attention is paid to stran- 
gers by the librarians. On my application to 
look at Henry the VHlth's letters, they were 
shewn to me immediately, and I might have 
made, extracts from any of them^ if my time 
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had permitted. This library is well wor- 
thy the attention of all strangers and literary 
men. 

As I was returning to dress for dinner, I met 
one of the Mamelukes, the first I had seen. I 
have been told that nearly the whole of them 
perished in the battle of the 18th. Rostan, 
their chief, and Buonaparte's favourite, refused 
to follow him, to Elba, and is still in Paris, 
where he is married. Buonaparte asked him to 
accompany him : Rostan made excuses. The 
other said — ** You are an ungrateful scoundrel. 
I took you from the desart — you are as much 
my property as the clothes I wear ; but I will 
not be followed by one so ungrateful." — After 
Napoleon's return to Paris he would never see 
Rostan. 

-We dined with Sir Neil Campbell at Grig. 
non*s Rue Neuve de petits Champs, and I never 
met with a pleasanter man, or a more interesting 
character. He is to set oflF to-morrow for Brus- 
sels, to take the command of the Hanseatic 
Legion, which is to be brought towards Paris. 
He had a very narrow escape at the attack of 
Charleroi, a few days since. A grape shot 
struck his sabre, and nearly cut it in two. — 
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This same officer was run through' the body by 
a Cossack, with his spear, who mistook him 
for a Frenchman, in one of the battles just be- 
fore the allied forces entered Paris last year. 

I remain, Dear Sir, 

Yours, &c 



J 
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Pari8> July 18tfa, 1815. 
D£AR SIR, 

The French papers to-day give an 
account of the surrender of Lyons to the royal 
authority ; and it is said the Emperor of Russia 
is bringing up three hundred thousand troops 
towards Paris. Where such numbers are to be 
subsisted, in addition to those that already 
surround this capital, it is difficult to say, for 
they must soon draw their supplies from a dis- 
tance. It is believed here that a great power 
wishes to continue to take the lead in the pend- 
ing negotiations. As there appears to be no 
ostensible motive for the accumulation of sO^ 
large a force, one proof has already been given 
of great influence, (if what is said be true,) 
that a very considerable proportion of the con- 
tribution which was ordered to be levied on 
the city of Paris, has been reduced, by such 
interference, from one hundred millions of 
francs to eight. 

It is supposed there will be a grand triumphal 
entry into Paris of the whole allied forces. 
The British are anxious to follow the example 
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of the Prussians, who marched through the 
city, and over the Bridge of Jena, a division of 
40,000 men, with drums beating and colours 
flying. 

As I had the good fortune to be present at 
the entry of the allied army in the month of 
May, last year, I shall give you a short account 
of that extraordinary event, which formed one 
of the most brilliant scenes imaginable. Having 
taken my station on an elevated platform, close 
to a Russian officer, who had been severely 
wounded in one of the late engagements, I was 
enabled not only to see the whole of the troops, 
but to have the different corps pointed out and 
explained to me. 

Louis the XYIIItb had paid a visit to the 
allied sovereigns the preceding day^ on their 
arrival in the capital of his kingdom ; and the 
present occasion was chosen to return it at tl^ 
head of their troops. 

By two o'clock the quay of the Tuilleries 
was lined by considerable bodies of Cossacks. 
The cortege, which first advanced, consisted of 
the Emperors of Russia and Austria, and the 
King of Prussia. Then followed the Princes 
of Swartzenbcrg, Wirtemberg, Saze-Cobourg, 
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Esterhazy; the Prioces Royal of Prussia, 
Bavaria, Mecklenburg, aod Oldenburg ; the 
Field-Marshals Blucher, Wrede, and Barclay 
de Tolly, with Generals Count Platoff and 
ChernichefF, and an immense number of other 
officers, decorated with a profusion of stars and 
the various orders of their respective nations. 

.The troops advanced in secJtions, preceded 
by a band mounted; trumpets and bugles 
announced the approach of the Russian Gu^rd, 
consisting of between seven and eight thou« 
sand of the finest looking men I ever beheld, 
with the Grand Duke Constantine at their 
head. Several thousand Russian, Austrian, 
Prussian, and Saxon infantry then followed, 
with the different corps of cavalry, cuirassiers, 
hulans, and a well appointed train of artillery. 
The cannon, of various calibre, were of brass ; 
and they appeared so bright and polished, the 
whole of the men were in such high order, and 
the horses in such condition, that it became 
a matter of the utmost astonishment, consider- 
ing the severe campaign they had previously 
undergone. 

It was computed that upwards of eighty 
thousand troops of the line, besides artillery, 
and between twenty-five and thirty thousand 
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cavalry, without including Cossacks, were pre- 
sent at this review. Although the corps 
marched in quick time, more than four hours 
elapsed before the whole had passed by the 
spot where I stood. 

The Parisians' appeared to view this military, 
parade as a mere spectacle : a word which they 
apply to every species of shew. I heard them 
frequently exclaim, " Que beau spectacle!^* — 
" Que bels hommes /*' — " Que magni^ques che- 
veaux** — " Vraiment cest charmanL^^ 

The King of France stood at a window in 
front of the palace, surrounded by Monsieur, 
Prince de Cond6, the Duchess d'Angoul^me, 
the Due de Berri, the Marshals, &c. 

But to proceed — our first visit this morning 
was to the Place Vendome, where we saw the 
National Guards parade. The beautiful column 
erected here, and which one cannot view too 
often, has the white flag hoisted on it, where 
the statue of Napoleon once stood. I think it 
decidedly the most superb object in Paris. 

This column, which is one hundred and 
thirty-three feet high, and twelve in diameter, 
was constructed by Buonaparte's directions in 
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imitation of Trajan's Pillar at Rome: and is 
cased with bronze, made from the cannon taken 
from the Aiistrians and Russians at the battle 
of Austerlitz. It was surriiounted by a colos- 
sal statue of Napoleon : but the Emperor of 
Russia, as soon as he entered Paris, in 1814, 
ordered it to be taken down and sent oflF to 
Moscow ; where it will probably remain as a 
monument of the triumph of the Russian arms. 
It was said at the time, that the cannon taken 
from the French during the campaign in Russia, 
were to be formed into a pyramid, on which 
this statue was to be placed. 

The pedestal on which jhe column stands, 
is covered with bas-reliefs, representing the 
various military trophies and implements of 
war. On the side which fronts the Palace of 
the Tuilleries, is the following inscription: 

Napoleon Imp. Aug. 

Monumentum Belli Germanici 

Anno MDCCGV. 

Trimestri spatio, ducto suo profligati 

Ex iEre Capto 

Gloriae exercitus maximi dicavit. 

From the bottom of the column to the top» 
in figures of bas.-relief, at short intermediate 
spaces, wherein Napoleon is Seen on horse- 
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back, are traced in chronological order, the 
principal actions in the campaign of 1805, 
from the departure of the Grand Army under 
his command from Boulogne, to the cele- 
brated battle of Austerlitz. These figures in 
bas-relief, which ascend spirally, are three feet 
eight inches in height, and beneath is the 
inscription of the action which it represents. 
At the top is a gallery, railed round, sur- 
rounding the dome, which serves as a pedestal 
for the statue. The figure of Napoleon had 
one hand resting on his sword, and the other 
held the S} mbol of Victory. 

This monument, erected to perpetuate the 
glory, and to commemorate the triumphs of 
his troops, was executed under tb© direction 
of the celebrated traveller and writer, Denon, 
Director-General of the Museum; and was 
completed in three years by M. M. Lep6re, 
and Gouduin, and finished the 15th of August, 
1810. 

It is very easy to imagine the pride with 
which this column was beheld by the French 
soldiers, when he who was the object of its 
flattety was in the plenitude of his power and 
ptosperity. 
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We proceeded to the Louvre, to the Gallery 
of Paintings and Statues. In the Salle d'Apol- 
Ion, and other of the apartments, are seen the 
pedestals on which was placed the plunder of 
Berlin, Potsdam, arid Dresden ; but since 
removed by the Prussians, together with a 
great many valuable pictures, whose frames 
alone remain. The brass plates on the pedes- 
tals of the Apollo Belvidere and the Venus 
de Medicis, the inscriptions from which I 
copied last year, have been taken off. 

Our ticket of admission, which I mentioned 
having procured from the Baron Denon, is 
curious, and begins by reciting all the honours 
and titles conferred on him for his labours in 
collecting: I copy it as a matter of curiosity at 
the present moment. It is rumoured, that the 
Austrians intend to imitate the Prussians, and 
to remove all that was formerly taken away by 
the French from Vienna, &c. 

The following is the Baron Denon's ticket : 
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Paris, le 17 Juillet» 1815. 
Mush. 
Bureau 
Particulier, 

Le Baron Denon^ Officter de la Le- 
gion cCHonneur^ Chevalier des Or- 
dres de Sainte Anne de Russie et de 
la Couronne de Baviere^ Membre de 
Vlnstitui^ Direcieur General des 
Musies^ de la Monnoye des MedaiU 
lesj etc. etc. 

Le Gardien du Musee Royal les ferait entrer 
dans la Galerie et les Salles des Antiques. 



Monsieur 



Le Directeur Gen. 
DENON. 

From the Louvre we went to the Palace of 
the Tuilleries, according to appointment, and 
we entered the Salle de Marechaux, just as 
Louis the XVIIIth had driven off in one of 
Buonaparte's coaches, with eight horses. The 
Bourbon arms had been substituted for the im- 
perial^ but the carriage remains the same. . 
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The state apartments occupy the whole length 
of the palace, opening by laige folding doors 
one into the other. The ceilings of the various 
rooms are painted by the first masters, with 
various subjects taken from the heathen my- 
thology, and the sides in compartments are 
decorated with beautiful Gobelin tapestry," re- 
presenting the battles of Louis theXIVth,and 
some of the celebrated actions fought by Na- 
poleon. His bivouacs are painted in oil by the 
first French masters. 

The letter N, with the imperial crown and 
eagle, are in almost every pannel and corner of 
the palace. The throne and canopy, which he 
occupied but three weeks since, remain as 
he left them. The bed-room in which Louis 
sleeps is precisely as he found it. On the 
couch were several orders of the Saint Esprit, 
and the difFerent ribbands which his Majesty 

occasionally wears. What recollections, 

what interesting thoughts, naturally occupied 
the mind, on reviewing past events, and 
comparing them with the present sudden 
change ! 

Whilst I stood at the same window, in the 
K ng's dining-room, where but a few days 

H 
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since I had seen the sovereigns of Russia, 
Prussia, and France present themselves to the 
people, one of the gentlemen in Waiting told 
me, that he saw Louis so affepted as to shed 
tears on the occasion. On my remarking that 
the letter N was in every part of the room, he 
said, — " With you. Sir, they make the best 
caricatures, but with us the best calambourgs/' 
And he had the civility to write in my memo- 
randum-book the following lines, which shew 
the wit and readiness of the French : — 

'^ Voyani pariouij au Palais du Tuilleties, des 
N, un plaisanl repondii^ il a des N — mis (enne- 
mis) parloui.*' 

'^ En parlani de la place du Carouzel, oit il y a 
six houlets en or — un plaisanl dit, * c'est la place 
de Ciboulan\*^ — Alluding to the golden balls 
on the iron railing which separates the Carouze) 
from the court of the Tuilleries. - 

" A I' Arc de Triomphe eH est un char^^un 
plaisanl dil^ * le Charlalan'.*' — Referring to 
the empty car which stands on the Arch of 
Triumph. 

I add another, which was made last year, on 
the difference between a Louis*d'or and a Nan 
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poleon ; a Louis being then worth twenty-four 
livres, and a Napoleon only twenty. The pre- 
sent new Louis-d'or passes only for twenty 
francs. — 

** Qui ne seroit un partisaD d'un Bourbon 
On nous donne un Louis pour un Napoleon/* 

As we returned from viewing the inner apart- 
ments, the royal table was laid for dinner. The 
gentleman in waiting observed, that Napoleon 
had removed so much of the plate when he 
went off, that they had not enough to deco- 
rate the table with, when -the Emperor Alex- 
ander and the King of Prussia dined the other 
day with Louis the XVIIIth. 

Very few things have interested me more 
than the sight of this place; and we experi- 
enced every civility and attention from those 
who shewed it to us. 

This evening the Moniteur announced the 
departure from Rochefort of Napoleon Buo- 
naparte and his adherents, in the Bellerophon, 
Captain Maitiand. Monsieur Denon's infor- 
mation was con&equently correct. 

I remain, De^r Sir, 

Yours, &c. 

H 2 
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Versailles, July 19th, 1815. 
DEAR SIR, 

I SET off early this morning from 
the Pont Royal at Paris, in one of the cabriolets 
which carry eight people, and for my seat I 
paid only thirty sous. In going through the 
Boulevard Italienne, the Austrian guards were 
drawn up to be reviewed by the Emperor. 
They were fine looking men, and their white 
dresses set thetn off to great advantage. They 
were composed principally of grenadiers, and 
some regiments of Croats, Hulans, and Cui- 
rassiers, which formed the Emperor's escort to 
Paris. 

On passing the bridge of Jena, the workmen 
were employed repairing the damage which 
had been done to it by the Prussian troops ; 
there I saw Prince Blucher looking remarkably 
well. — We drove through the barrier of Passy, 
at which I found an English guard stationed. 

At Sevre, so celebrated for its manufactory 
of china^ I observed masons repairing the bridge 
which crosses the river Seine there. Two of 
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its arches had been broken down by the French 
troops/ to arrest the progress of the Prussians, 
who had taken possession of Versailles. On 
the SOth of last month a corps of fifteen hun- 
dred cavalry first entered the town, but they 
were ^surprized by the main body of the French 
army, who cut most of them to pieces. When 
the Prussians afterwards entered the place in 
force, they revenged themselves most amply. 
There is at this time a considerable body of 
them quartered here, and in the neighbour- 
hood. The view of Saint Cloud, and the dif- 
ferent villages and villas, is very beautiful ; and 
the road the whole way to Versailles, distant 
from Paris about twelve miles, is excellent. 

On my arrival here I found my brother at 
the Hotel de Grand Reservoir.^ He had quitted 
Tours with his family on account of the French 
troops having entered that town in the most 
tumultuous manner, tearing down the white 
flag, and insulting the inhabitants, who are in 
general very loyal ; of course it could neither 
be pleasant nor safe for an Englishman to re- 
main there under such circumstances. Several 
families had, however, continued there the 
whole of last year, perfectly quiet and un- 
molested. 
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The palace of Versailles has been so often 
described, that I shall merely observe how 
much J was struck with the magnificeuce and 
grandeur which pervade the whole. We en* 
tered by a staircase leading to the theatre, which 
is in one of the wings. The scenery and deco- 
rations remain as they were before the Revo^- 
lution. Several pictures, amongst which was 
one of Louis the XI Vth, and another of Louis 
the XVth, had lately been brought from the 
places in which they were concealed, for the 
purpose, as we were told, of being replaced in 
one of the apartments. The rooms were also 
under repair, and the present King had ordered 
them to be cleansed ; on the return of Buor 
naparte from Elba the works were suspended, 
but they are now resumed. They are without 
furniture. The 6ne paintings on the ceilings 
of the different apartments appear in all their 
original beauty. 

; Much of our time has been passed in viewing 
the suite of rooms which were occupied by the 
unfortunate Queen, Maria Antoinette* The 
bed-chamber and private cabinet, with the ea-? 
trance where the head of her bed was plactsdi 
and through which she made her escape, are 
objects that naturally excite the attention of 
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the traveller, who remembers the dreadful 
scenes which took place in these early days of 
the French Revolution. Indeed it was impos- 
sible to go over these deserted apartments, 
without adverting at every step to that frightful 
period when Louis XVI. and his Queen were 
forcibly removed from this palace by an infu- 
riated mob, consisting of upwards of thirty 
thousand men and women> who escorted them 
to Paris, and bore them in ferocious triumph 
to the hall of the National Convention. . 

Although many of the statues which adorned 
this palace were removed by the late govern- 
ment to the garden of the Tuilleries, yet a suf- 
ficient number remains to embellish the temples, 
pavilions, ^udjeis d'eau in every direction. 

' The canal, that extends in front of the pa- 
lace, by which the Great Trianon was ap- 
proached by water, is now dry. Our guide 
said it had been lately drained by Buonaparte's 
orders, and the fish sold. The effect which 
such a vast sheet of water must have produced, 
when viewed from the palace, is consequently 
lost ; and none of the fountains are now suf- 
fered to play, unless by the special command 
of the Court. 
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At the Great Trianon we found the apart-> 
ments richly and tastefully furnished. In one 
of the rooms there was a number of curious 
models of ships of different classes and con- 
structions ; and amongst the pictures there is 
one of Madame de Maintenon, for whom this 
palace was constructed by Louis the XlVth, 
and another of Mademoiselle Fontainges. 

The bed-room, which was used by Buona* 
parte, is the most beautiful of the whole. It 
was hung with a lilac border, on a buff ground, 
embroidered in silver with stars, and the letter 
N appeared on every chair and piece of furni- 
ture. Some very superb vases were in this 
room. 

Notwithstanding the elegant and sumptuous 
manner in which this palace is fitted up, there 
is an air of neglect throughout the whole of 
the exterior part of it, which^surprized us tl^e 
more, as it did not give one the least idea of 
what is to be seen within. It never was a fa- 
vourite residence of Buonaparte or of Maria 
Louisa. 

The Petit Trianon is more rural, though not 
less delightful. The grounds are laid out a 
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good deal in the English style. The old Swiss 
who shewed them to us said, he had only re« 
turned here within four days. He had been 
one of the attendants of the Queen, Marie 
Antoinette, and had passed the greater part of 
his youth in her service. He was grown old 
and grey now, he said; but although the re- 
collection of former times made him very un- 
happy, yet he hoped to end his days here. 

This sweet place appeared to me the most 
interesting spot within the park. The gran- 
deur of the palace of Versailles strikes the 
imagination and pleases the eye ; but in this 
abode of tranquillity and rural simplicity, com- 
bined with so much taste, the most agree- 
able associations arise. Here it was that the 
unhappy Queen retired with her friends to 
enjoy that repose which is so seldom found 
amidst the glare and pomp of a splendid 
Court. 

The Temple of Love in these grounds, the 
Swiss told us, was constructed by her direc- 
tions. It is composed of artificial rocks, em- 
bosomed amongst trees and various plants, with 
a, cascade falling into a sheet of water, on 

which floated a gondola. The Temple of 

Flora is thus pompously described by the 
French : — 
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'^ La riviere^ en s^ichappant du lac oii elle 
prend naissance, se dirige vers le nord'-est^ et 
revient, du coti du midi^ entourer une rolonde 
Corinthienne, gracieuse par son site, elegante 
dans sa former etonnante par sa Ughreti, d^tme 
grande richesse de sculpture, et parfaite dans son 
execution." 

The walks and avenues are kept very neat, 
and the grounds are laid out with much taste, 
but an air of sadness reigns throughout the 
place ; and the house which Maria Louisa seU 
dom ever entered^ looks as if it had long been 
deserted. One of the bed-rooms is richly fur-- 
nished with white silk hangings, embossed in 
silver ; the rest are plain and neat. 

I copied the following from lines on the wall 
of the dairy :— 

<* A I'ombre de cette verte feuillasre 

Evitons la chaleur du jour 
Mais h^las ! il n^est point Tonibrage 

Qui met k celle de Pamour." 

I remain, Dear Sir, 

Yours, &Ct 
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Paris, July !20th» 1815. 
DEAR SIR, 

iV^E set off early this morning for 
Sevre. The porcelain manufactory is very 
curious and beautiful. They were packing up 
some busts of Napoleon, vases, and various 
other articles of china, for Prince Blucher. 
I asked the man if they were to be paid for. — 
" 1 believe not,V he replied. " The Prussians 
entered Paris by this quarter, as conquerors, 
and they take just what they please to order: 
but they have put a guard of Prussian soldiers, 
as you perceive, in the house, to prevent the 
troops from doing mischief" All the vil- 
lages between Versailles and Paris bear the 
marks of a hostile army ; there is scarcely 
a field of corn, or of any description, that 
has not been destroyed on both sides of the 
road. All the houses in the direction of the 
bridge which crosses the Seine at the Sevre, 
are, pierced with cannon balls and grape shot. 
The Prussians were engaged there for a consi- 
derable time, before they could establish their 
communication with the opposite side of the 
river ; and one cannot be surprized at their 
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resentment, considering the resistance opposed 
to them, and the cruelties exercised by the 
French troops on the Prussian prisoners. 

As we drove into Paris we met Louis the 
XVIIIth in his carriage, drawn by eight horses, 
escorted by a troop of Gens d*Armes. The 
people cheered him here and there as he passed, 
but it was not universal. I remarked an empty 
carriage, with the same number of horses, fol- 
lowing that of the King. 

I am, &c, &c. 
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Paris, July 21st, 1816. 
DEAR SIR, 

\\k passed the greater part of this 
day inspecting the Gallery of Pictures. The 
Prussians have established a guard at its en- 
trance. Boxes^ with busts and statues, and 
pictures, continue to be packed up ; and from 
all appearances, and reports, this splendid 
collection will soon be dispersed, or, more pro- 
perly speaking, distributed amongst the dif- 
ferent countries from which they have been 
plundered. 

I had a long conversation to-day with a gen- 
tleman, on whose authority I could rely, who 
told me, that Paris would undoubtedly have 
been destroyed if the English' had not inter- 
posed ; and it was with great difficulty that 
the Prussians were dissuaded from pulling 
down the column in the Place de Vendome. 
•—The allied armies continue to accumulate 
round the capital ; and it will in all probabi- 
lity be very long before every thing is finally 
arranged, so little dependance can be placed in 
those whose interests are so much at variance, 
and where jealousies cannot but exist. 
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The contest between the present and for- 
mer governraents may be considered as at an 
end ; and one would suppose there can be little 
or no pretext for a continuance of that disobe- 
dience on the part of the' army towards Louis 
the XVIlIth, which is but too general. Yet 
there never was perhaps a country more un- 
^ttled in point of opinion in the choice of 
those who are to govern them in future. What- 
ever cries may be heard of " Vive Louisy'* or 
** Viveni les Bourbons,** — no reliance can be 
placed on them. The same people would cry 
" Vive Napoleon** to-tnorrow, if he were to 
appear among them. And it is undoubtedly 
true, that there are in France three distinct 
parties — the Royalists, the Buonapartists, and 
the Republicans ; the two latter are out of all 
proportion to the first. 

It is curious to observe this great city, with 
the streets crowded from morning to night, 
with English, Austrian, Prussian, and Rus- 
sian troops. The Emperor has this day an 
English guard of honour, and thus the allied 
troops are interchanged or do duty together. — 
Attempts are said to be constantly making, by 
the most insidious methods, to create jealousies 
between these powers ; but let us hope, that 
after having broogfat the long-contested struggte 
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to such a glorious issue^ they will at last dis- 
solve and disperse their vast forces with the 
same unanimity and good understanding which 
brought them together. 

Numbers of French officers are now con- 
stantly to be met with about the streets and 
in the different caff&s. They wear plain 
clothes, but they are easily distinguished by 
their large mustachios, ferocious countenanceSy 
and sullen, discontented air. These men, no 
doubt, try all in their power to agitate and in- 
flame the public mind; and it is surprizing what 
little notice appears to be taken of them by the 
government. 

I remain. 

Dear Sir, &c. 
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Paris, July 22d, 1815. 
DEAR SIR, 

Immediately after breakfast this 
morning we went to the Boulevard Ifalienne, 
where we saw the Prussian troops drawn up in 
line, three deep, ready to receive the allied 
sovereigns, preparatory to their passing them 
in review, which afterwards took place on the 
Place Louis XV. ; and the spot where the two 
Emperors and King of Prussia placed them- 
selves was precisely that where Louiis the 
XVIth lost his head. This circumstance most 
probably arose from accident, but the coinci- 
dence struck me very forcibly. 

The gallant Prince Blucher rode along the line, 
and^was followed by the Emperors of Austria 
and Russia, and the King of Prussia. All the 
three sovereigns were dressed in the uniform of 
the Prussian guards. As they advanced they 
were cheered by the troops, with bands play- 
ing and troops saluting. After this the whole 
marched past in review, on the spot I have 
already mentioned. As soon as the regiment 
of Prussian guards came up towards the palace 
of the Garde Meuble, of which the Emperor 
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Alexander is the Colonel, he put himself at 
their head, and saluted as he passed the other 
two sovereigns, and then returned and resumed 
his place. The Emperor of Austria did the 
same, as soon as his regiment advanced. 

Prince Blucher commanded in chief, but 
Prince Charles of Prussisi placed himself at 
the head of the Prussian guards. The Prussian 
cavalry, consisting of cuirassiers, lancers, hus- 
sars, with heavy and light dragoons, followed 
the infantry at this review, then several corps 
of Yagers, and last of all the artillery ; — form- 
ing altogether the finest body of men possible. 

The cor/^^^ consisted of all the foreign Princes 
and Marshals, amongst whom appeared our 
own illustrious hero, the different generals, 
and their respective staffs. Such an assemblage 
was perhaps never equalled or witnessed, not 
even upon the occasion in May, 1814, to which 
I have alluded. This period was rendered much 
the more interesting from the circumstance of 
the glorious victory so lately achieved by our 
gallant countrymen. 

Information has been received, I understand) 
of the French army having offered to submit, 
as an army entire and unbroken, to the King's 

I 
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authority, but not to make terms with the 
allies. Thus they continue to dictate terms to 
their sovereign, although I have been informed 
from good authority that there are now seven 
hundred thousand men on this side the Rhine 
belonging to the allied powers. 

r 

A stranger coming to Paris might very natu- 
rally ask, who governs the country at this 
moment } Is the government in the hands of 
the allied monarchs, or of Louis the XVIllth ? 
The present moment is certainly a very extra- 
ordinary one. The French King is in his capi- 
tal, in his palace, but the power does not seem 
to rest with any one in particular. Who would 
have believed a few weeks since that the allied 
troops would march through th^ centre of 
Paris, to the tune of Ca ira and the Downfalof 
Paris? Roth these tunes were played tliis 
morojng by the Prussiaa bands* 

I reinain, Dear Sir, 

Yqurs, 5^c. 
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Paris, July 23d, 1815. 
DEAR SIR, 

Wfi drove out this morning early 
to Saint Cloud, passing through the delightful 
villages of Passi and Chillot, and over the 
bridge of Saint Cloud, which had not long 
been rendered passable for carriages, by having 
planks laid across, — one of the arches having 
been completely destroyed by the French, to 
pjevent the passage of the Prussians over the 
Seine in this direction. 

The palace of Saint Cloud is at this moment 
the head-quarters of Field-Marshal Prince Blu- 
cher, and his Etat Major ; and as he wa^ enter- 
taining Lord Castlereagh and a party, when we 
were there, we could not obtain a sight of those 
apartments which were Maria Louisa's, and 
which he occupies. We were shewn the state 
rooms of Napoleon. 

On ascending the staircase we entered a large 
room to the left, decorated with; Gobelin ta^ 
pestry, and leading to the gardens, where there 
was a billiard table. The fragments of a superb 
cbina vase were scattered about ; and a party 

I 2 
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of Prussian officers appeared in one of the 
apartments, some writing and others smoking, 
and all seemingly enjoying themselves upon the 
fine embroidered couches on which they- were 
reclining. 

In the Cabinet de TEmpereur (Napoleon's 
private cabinet) the painting of the passage of 
Mount Saint Bernard, by David, had just been 
taken down, by the orders of Prince Blucber, 
as a trophy of victory ; so the person who 
shewed the rooms told us : — the frame alone 
remained. 

This apartment is most superbly furnished 
with Lyons velvet, richly embroidered in gold, 
with bees in the borders, and upon the chairs. 
Some very fine Sevre china vases and cabinets 
of Buhl were in this room. 

In the Cabinet des Princes is a picture of 
General Dessaix, mortally wounded at the 
battle of Marengo ; his aid-du-camp is receiving 
him in his arms, as he is falling off his horse. 
From the windows of this apartment there is a 
most enchanting view of Paris, and the coun- 
try between Saint Cloud and that city. 

The gardens are ornamented with the finest 
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Statues, basins, and jets d^eau. We were 
greatly disappointed in not seeing the latter 
play. But every thing seems to be in a state 
of derangement and neglect. Indeed it was 
very natural to suppose this would be the 
case, especially as the Prussians, who had 
themselves suffered most severely by the 
French, would not be remarkably careful of the 
ornaments which surround this place. 

After viewing all that could be seen of this 
splendid palace, we took an early dinner at a 
restaurateur's, just within the park gates, 
where we first met with pewter spoons and 
forks. " Tout est cache^" said the girl that 
attended us, or they (meaning the silver) would 
have been taken away without ceremony. 

During the battle which took place here 
between the Prussians and the French, an 
English lady, with her children, took shelter in 
a cave, with several other females. The Prus- 
sian soldiers having discovered them^ would 
have put her to death, had she not been rescued 
by a Prussian officer, who fortunately for her 
understood a little English. The lady's hus- 
band was then in Switzerland, and did not 
know that the allies were near Paris. 



118 PABIS, IN THE 

The beautiful prospects, the cascades, and 
the magnificent park of Saint Cloud, have been 
80 often described, that it is unnecessary for me 
to attempt any account. I was told that 
Buonaparte frequently dined here since bis 
return from Elba, but that he never staid to 
sleep. 

From Saint Cloud we proceeded to Malmai-^ 
son, the last place which Napoleon inhabited, 
and from which he took his departure on the 
89th of June, at five o'clock in the evening* 
attended only by General B^rtrand and one 
servant: he was cheerful, and did not appear 
the least affected. This the servant told us, 
who had lived many years with Josephine, and 
who shewed us the house. 

From Sf^int Cloud to Malmaison, the road is 
excellent, and affords most extensive prospects. 
On descending into the plain where Malmaison 
stands, a distant landscape opens to the view, 
and displays the city of Paris, and the various 
windings of the river Seine. The driver had, 
by mistake^ taken us a considerable way out of 
our road, so that it was late before we arrived 
there. It was one of those evenings, when in 
this climate, at sun-set, the richest glow and 
tint of colouring appear on every object. The 
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silent tranquillity of the walks thtbugh the 
forsaken and delightful grounds, tastefully 
ornamented under the superintendanceof Jose^ 
phine, who had constantly resided here, shed 
a gloomy cast over the whole. The Prussians 
entered this place by firing into it. The feii^ 
domestics who remained in the house said, 
that they bid themselves for a considerable 
time, OF they should in all likelihood have been 
put to death : the soldiers broke glasses, de- 
stroyed several pieces of beautiful sculpture, 
dnd carried off most of the small articles that 
were portable. 

The Swiss who conducted us about the 
building, said he had been fourteen years with 
Josephine, and that although it was reported 
she had been poisoned, it was from a putrid 
sore throat she died, having been ill only threi^ 
days; and he observed, that no person ev^^ 
{)09sessed so much influence ovet Buonapart<^ 
as she did. We visited her private saloon, 
fitted up in her own taste. The couches and 
furniture of the chairs had the letter J on theW, 
with a wreath of roses over each. The room 
was elegantly fitted up: at one end stood a 
superb marble table, Inlaid vi^ith mosaic ; the 
chimney-piece was of the same beautiful work- 
Irianship. The fldor of the Gallery <jf Paint- 
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ings is very curiously inlaid with different 
sorts of American wood : it contains pictures 
of great value, and some exquisite statues by 
modern masters, brought from Rome; among 
the pictures 13 one of our King Charles the 
First and his Queen in full length. 

The servant ^old us, that the Empress Maria 
Louisa had never entered this place. We were 
disappointed in not seeing the other apart- 
ments, Malroaison being the head-quarters of 
the commander of British cavalry, and the 
General reserving to himself th^ privilege of 
not permitting any one to enter them. 

At the end of one of the avenues is the Tem- 
ple of Love ; it stands on the brink of a piece 
of water, which falls a little distance from it 
into a basin. The pillars, which are of red 
marble, are six in number, and support a light 
dome. On a pedestal, in the centre, is placed 
the statue of Cupid breaking his bow, and 
underneath are these words — I believe, by 
Voltaire : 

** II est, le fut, on le doit ^tre 
Qui que tu sois, voici tou m&itre/' 

The green-house is filled with the most rare 



MONTH OF JULY, 1815. 121 

and curious plants from every part of the 
world, which, with those that line the walks 
at this season, shed throughout the most fra- 
grant perfume. From this spot there is a fine 
view of the aqueduct and water-works at 
Marly. On a piece of water were some black 
swans, brought from New South Wales by 
Captain Boudin, the circumnavigator. Several 
small boats, also^ were floating in the little 
stream which runs through the grounds. 

On leaving Malmaison we returned by the 
road to Neuilly over the bridge of that name. 
The whole country presents a continued scene 
of interesting views ; and throughout the vil- 
lage of Neuilly, villas with highly cultivated 
gardens, belonging to many of the principal 
inhabitants of Paris, are interspersed ; but they 
are now like all the others in the environs of 
that city, deserted by their owners, and occu- 
pied by the allied troops. The Prussians were 
yery anxious to destroy this bridge, which is a 
oeautiful object; the length is seven hundred 
and fifty feet, with five arches, each being one 
hundred and twenty feet wide. It was con- 
structed in the reign of Louis the XVth. 

I remain, Dear Sir, 

Yours, &c. 
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Paris, July 24th, 1815. 
DEAR SIR, 

At a very early hour this morning 
the British, Hanoverian, Dutch, and Belgian 
troops were drawn up in line with the artillery, 
and the different corps of cavalry in their rear, 
with the exception of our heavy dragoons, pre- 
paratory to their being reviewed. 

The extent of ground occupied by our army 
might be between six and seven miles, from 
the end of the Champs Elys^s, (where the 
British heavy cavalry were posted,} near the 
Place of Louis XV., to the village of Neuilly* 

At ten o'clock the Duke of Wellington 
placed, himself at the head of his own regi**- 
ment, the Royal Horse Guards blue, and 
received the Emperors of Russia, Austria, ana 
the King of Prussia, accompanied by an almost 
incalculable number of foreign officers. The 
bands played Rule Britannia, and after the 
Duke had saluted the sovereigns, he joined, 
and accompanied the cortige along the line, 
when the bands played God save the King.— 
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Nothing could surpass the splendour of this 
brilliant scene. 

The British allied force is said to have 
amounted to between eighty and eighty-five 
thousand men, (1 was informed by an officer of 
the staff that the latter number was nearest the 
truth,) with the finest train of artillery in the 
world. The passing in review lasted from 
eleven o'clock until five. The Duke was on 
horseback between the two Emperors, and t 
had the good fortune to be placed exactly in 
front of them the whole time, being mounted 
on a horse belonging to my gallant friend, Col. 
O'Mally, who had been twice wounded in the 
battle of the 18th, otherwise I should have seen 
very little, either on foot or in a carriage, from 
the great concourse of people. All Paris 
seemed to be assembled ; whereas at the for- 
mer reviews there was not the least crowd. 

The Prince of Orange, who had been 
wounded in the left shoulder in the battle of 
Waterloo, and bad bis arm in a sling, rode at . 
the head of the Dutch troops, who cheered him 
when he first passed along the line. He looked 
thin and pale. — Many of the British oflScers 
who bad been wounded in the same battle, 
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several of ivhom had lost their limbs, were on 
the ground with their respective corps. 

When the Highland regiments came up, 
playing their bagpipes, the attention of the 
foreign princes seemed particularly directed to 
them, from the novelty of their dresses ; they 
played their favourite national airs as they 
passed. The band of the brave 42d regiment 
played " Til gang ne ^air to yon town." — 
My late gallant friend Sir Robert Macara, who 
commanded this corps in the battle of the l6th 
of June, was killed, with two thirds of the 
officers and men, on that memorable day. It 
was melancholy to see how thin some of our 
regiments were. The 42d had only two hun- 
dred present, and the 44th, which Colonel 
O'Mally commanded on the 18th, had only one 
hundred and eighty ; the few remaining survi- 
vors being in the hospitals recovering from their 
wounds. 

The Belgians appeared very strong. " And 
well they may be/' said an officer, who was by 
my side ; '' for they threw away their arms, 
and ran away by thousands, leaving the British 
and the other allies to fight the enemy." All 
the other troops behaved with the greatest gal- 



MONTH OF JULY, 1815. 125 

lantry. This officer told me, that when his 
regiment was formed into a square, and they 
expected to be overpowered, one of their Ser- 
jeants tore the colours off the staff, and put 

them in his pocket. It is impossible I can 

ever forget the sensations which this fine sight 
excited. 

Our troops, from the state of their clothing, 
did not perhaps appear to so much advantage, 
after such a campaign, as the Prussians did, who 
had been new clothed since they entered France; 
but to every Englishman present it was a proud 
sight and a gratifying reflection, that each indi* 
vidual had nobly supported the honour of his 
country, and that he did not require the aid 
of ornament or dress to impress the spectators 
with respect and admiration for the valour 
displayed by the British army in the late bat- 
tie. 

The French, who seem so highly amused 
with the Highland dresses, call them " Let 
Cossacs Anglais.'* 

It has been stated to me, on good authority, 
that the British army was alone engaged with 
the French until six o'clock in the evening of 
the battle of the 18th of June, However glo- 
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rious it was for the British arms, it was long 
doubtful; and the subsequent destruction and 
final overthrow of the French army, was cer- 
tainly owing to the Prussians coming up when 
they did. This seems to be the prevailing 
opinion with all the officers that I have con- 
versed with — or that I have heard speak on 
the subject. It is also generally admitted, 
that had a retreat taken place on the part of 
the allies, it would have been a most disastrous 
one, as the Belgians would, it is believed, have 
joined the French, and cut off every avenue to 
the retreating army. Many of these troops> 
who behaved so ill in the action, plundered in 
all directions ; and there was scarce a raiment 
engaged on that day, that did not lose most of 
their things from the shameful conduct of those 
cowards. 

The French army, it is said, are again at- 
tempting to recruit their strength; and it is 
further stated, that the allied sovereigns have 
declared, if the troops do not submit, they will 
march their whole force against them, and give 
them no quarter. 

This country cannot be said to be subdued 
while such a state of things exists; and the 
wonder is, that it has been so long permitted to 
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remain in open rebellion. Even Vincennes, 
where the white flag was hoisted the other day, 
continues still to hold out against permitting 
any interference of the allies. Some of our 
officers, who were driven out to that place by 
mistake, instead of Versailles, yesterday, I 
have been told, were threatened to be fired 
upon by the centinels, if they did not imme- 
diately retire. It is still watched by the Prus- 
sian troops. 

I remain. Dear Sir, 

Yours, &c. 
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Paris, July 25tb, 1815. 
DEAR SIR, 

The Gazette this day contains a 
Ipng list of the names of those traitors to their 
King, who are to be arrested and tried ; and of 
a greater number who are to be banished from 
France. It is difficult to imagine, why this 
necessary severity should have been so long 
delayed ; and still more so, that the very men, 
who were accessary to the murder of Louis 
XVI. and who have participated in all the 
crimes of the Revolution, whence such tor- 
rents of blood have flowed, should still con- 
tinue to form the administration of Louis the 
XVIIIth. 

Accounts have been received of the white 
flag having been displayed at Bourdeaux, and 
at some other places of inferior note. Still the 
army and many strong places obstinately hold 
out against the royal authority. 

A French nobleman said yesterday to a 
friend of mine, that all the KingV friends feared 
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he would not act with sufficient energy in put- 
ting down the enemies of his government, and 
that unless the allied troops continue to occupy 
the country for some time, the King would 
be lost. 

This morning we visited the heights and for- 
tifications at Montmartre, which are very 
extensive. Our engineer officers say, that not 
a spot has been neglected, and no means omit- 
ted to make this a most formidable place; and 
the works are become objects of curiosity to 
every one. The heavy ordnance was mostly 
removed by the French army when they quitted 
Paris. There are only twenty-three pieces of 
cannon now remaining, and those were spiked 
and rendered unserviceable, by being filled*up 
to the muzzle with shot, stones, and every 
thing that could be crammed into them. 

Th^ gardens are all turned into intrench- 
metits, the walls are pierced with loop-holes 
for musquetry, and palisades are placed at every 
approach of the heights. Nothing seems to 
have been neglected to make it difficult of 
access to an hostile army. An officer who was 
in the plain below with the advance of our 
divisions, at the time, informed me, that the 
whole day on which the treaty had been signed, 

K 
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the French were employed blowing up every 
place that contained powder of combustibles. 
The houses that remain are all deserted, and in 
a ruinous state. 

I remain, Dear Sir^ 

Yours, &c. 



1 
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Parish July 26th, 1815. 
DEAR SIR, 

yVi: this morning visited the Mu- 
s^e des Monumens Fran^ais, (the Museum of 
French Monuments,) in the Rue des petits 
Augustins. 

This old convent of the Augustins, which 
contains the monuments, like the other reli- 
gious establishments in France, was suppressed 
during the Revolution, and the preservation of 
what it now contains was entirely owing to the 
zeal and care of Monsieur Le Noir. The 
-monuments are arranged in the diflFerent clois- 
ters, according to their respective antiquity, 
each apartment containing the works of its own 
century. 

The tombs of the Kings at Saint Denis, 
were opened in search of plunder, and to ob- 
tain the lead from the coffins, which they after- 
wards melted down to make bullets, as was 
well expressed by Burke, to massacre the living. 
« K 2 
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The French book which describes the various 
monuments collected in this place, gives the 
following curious account of finding the body 
of Henry the IVth, in a most extraordinary 
state of preservation. Every thing that relates 
to that great monarch, is now so interesting, as 
the present family and their adherents seem to 
wish to derive their greatest consequence and 
claim to the crown from his merits^ that I 
copy the translation as given by Tronchet in 
his Paris Guide : — 

** The features of his face were not the least, 
altered. It was a dry mummy, and had the 
skull sawed ; and in place of the brain, which 
had been taken out, contained some tow or 
cotton, steeped in an aromatic liquor. A sol- 
dier who was present, moved by a martial 
enthusiasm, at the instant of opening the 
coffin, threw himself on the body, and after 
a long silence of some continuance, drew his 
sword, cut off a lock from the beard, which 
was still fresh, and exclaimed, — '^ Et moi aussi 
je suissoldat Frangais! desormaisjen^aurai plus 
f autre moustache" And placing it on his 
upper lip, added, — " Maintenant jesuis sur de 
vaincre les ennemis de la France et je marche d 
la victoire.'' Immediately after uttering these 



MONTH OP JtTLY, 1815* 133 

words he disappeared ^ and was never seen 
again. ^* 

Among the numberless beautiful monuments 
which are to be seen here, are those of Car- 
dinal Richelieu, which is considered the chef 
d'oeuvre of the celebrated Girardon ; — the Car- 
dinal Mazarine,^— and the Duke de Sully, 
Marechal de France, and the celebrated mini** 
ster and friend of Henry the IVth, who died 
in 1641. 

The hall, which is called in the book descrip- 
tive of the monuments, La Salle d' Introduction^ 
contains some aflfecting lines by Mary Queen 
of Scots, which she composed on leaving 
France, on board the vessel which conveyed 
her to England*— 

** Adieu plaisant pays de France^ 
O ma patrie 
La plus ch^rie f 
Qui a noum iua jeune existence ;— ^ 
Adieu France, adieu nos beaux jours I 
La nef qui de lios joint amoum 
NVu de moi que la moiti^, 
Une part te leste, eUe est tienn^/ 
Je la fie 4 ton amitie 
Pour que de Tautre elle te saavienine.'' 
. K 3 
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On a plate are the following lines on Agnes 
Sorel, iriistress to Charles the Vllth : — 

** Ci-glt la belle Agnes — mort I cette beaute 

Deveit, de sa douceur, flechir ta cruaute; 

Mais, la lui ravissant en la fleur de son age. 

Si grande que tu cuidois n'a ete ton outrage : 

Car, si elle ent fourni I'entier nombre des jours. 

Que lui pouvoit donner de la nature le cours ; 

Ses beaux traits, sa bonne telute, et sa belle charnure, 

De la tarde vieillesse ^uroient santi Tinjure. 

Mais de la belle Agnes durera le surnom, 

Tout que de la beaute, Beaute sera le nom." 

The poet makes an allusion here to the name 
of Beaut^, the King having made her a present 
of the Chateau de Beaute. 

It is not very easy to comprehend the old 
French poetry. Voltaire has celebrated Agnes 
in his Pucelle d' Orleans. ^-^ 

<* Une beauts nommee Agnes Sorel, 

Jamais Tarn our ne forma rieu de tel. 

Imaginez de Flore la jeunesse. 

La taille et Pair de la nymphe des bois, 

Et de V^nus la grace enchanteresse. 

Ft de Tamour le seduisant minois, > 

L'art d' Arachn^, le doux chant des sir^nes ; 

Elle avoit tout ; elle auroit dans ses chaines 

Mis les h^ros, les sages et les rois." 

Voltaire. 
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There is a fine bust of the Maid of Orleans, 
with a sword in her hand, of terre cuite^ in a 
female habit, as described by Voltaire.* 

The French, in their description of this very 
beautiful and interesting monument, say, — 

" Jeanne d*Arc^ dite du lys^ vulgairement 
connue sous le nom de Pucelle d'Orleans, consi- 
deree comme sorciere par hs devotes^ les predica- 
teurs, et mSmepar Cuniversite de Paris^ livree 
de suite a un tribunal (TEveques inquisiteurs^ 
vendu au parti de V Angleterre qui les soudoya^ 
fut condamnee, comme magicienne^ a itre brulee 
dans la principale place de Rouen, le 30 Mai 
1430; apres avoir rendu les services les plus im- 
portans ^ la France." 

The garden belonging to this convent has 
been planted with cypresses, willows, and 
various sorts of evergreens ; and in it are placed 

* " Jeanne aupres d'eux, ce fier soutien du tr6ne, 
Portant corset et jupon d'Amazone, 



Le chef omei d'un petit chapeau vert, 
Enrichi d'oret de plumes couvert." 
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several very curious and beautiful busts, altars, 
and tombs, the walks of which are so arranged 
as to make it a place for mournful and solitary 
meditation. I shall never forget the sort of 
sensation I Experienced when I first beheld the 
truly interesting monument of Abelard and 
Eloisa, brought here from the abbey of the 
Paraclete. 

Kotzebue describes this monument with th 
following affecting simplicity : — 

" These pillars, these ruins, once belonged 
to the Paraclete; and in the middle of them is 
a tomb ; His Abelard's ! — The identical sepuU 
chre which the venerable Peter dedicated 
to his friend. — Here lies Abelard, with his 
head reclined and his hands folded-^near him 
reposes his faithful mistress ! 

" The heads of these interesting figures, are 
impressions taken by the sculptor ; and what 
is still more, this tomb actually contains the 
ashes of the two lovers. Every loving couple, 
who are so happy as to visit the thousand 
curiosities of Paris, should, hand in hand, 
renew the oath of fidelity at this tomb/' 
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*^ If ever chance two wand'ring lovers brings 
To Paraclete's white walls and silver springs. 
O'er the pale marble shall they join their heads 
And drink the falling tear each other sheds : 
Then sadly say, with mutual pity moved. 
Oh ! may we never love, as these have loved !" 

The monumeat is now undergoing some 
repairs, and two fine busts are placed on the 
outside, of Abelard and Eloisa, since its 
removal from the Paraclete. In the centre, 
suspended from the top, is a lamp over the two 
figures described by Kotzebue. 

On each side of the tomb, underneath the 
figures, are the following inscriptions, sur- 
rounded by stars :— 

I^s Restes d'Heloisa Corps d' Abelard et 

et d'Abelard sont d'Heloise, ont ete Transportes 
Reunis dans ce dans ce lieu 

Tombeau, En 1' An VUI. 

Ce Tombeau Les Restes d'Heloise et 
d'Abelard,^eteTran8pori4 d' Abelard sont 

de I'Eglise Saint Marcelle Reunis dans ce 

Chullons sur Saone Tombeau. 

An VIII. 

At the bottom, just uqder the heads of the 
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two lovers, is the following inscription, said to 
have been written by Marmontel : — 

Hie 

Sub eodem marmore jacent 

Hujus Monasterii 

Conditor Petrus Abelardus 

£t abbatiaia prima Heloissa 

Glim 8tadi}«» ingeiiio, amore, infaustis nuptiis. 

£t poeuitenti^ 

Nunc 8etern&9 quod speramus, felicitate 

Cenjuncti. 

Petrus obit xx. priuoa ApriliSy anno 1142 

Heloissa xxii Maii 1163 

Curis Carolse de Roucy Paraclete Abbatissa — 1779, 

Pierre de Ciuni had his remains removed 
privately, and conveyed to Heloisa at the Con- 
vent of the Paraclete : who placed the coffin 
of her lover in a chapel, called Le Petit Mous- 
tier, which he had constructed. Heloisa sur- 
vived him twenty-one years; and was deposited 
in the same, coffin with him, agreeably to her 
own directions. 

In the centre is a brass plate, reciting the 
history of the removal and interment of Abe- 
lard and Heloisa, which I did not copy. 

I remain, Dear Sir, 

Yours, &c. 
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Paris, July 27th, 1815. 
DEAR SIR, 

I HAD the gratification this day, to 
see the models of the different fortified towns 
of France and its frontiers on the Rhine. 

The engineer oflScer who has the charge of 
them, informed me, that some Prussian troops, 
without producing any order, had entered the 
Invalides a few days since, and commanded 
him to deliver over to them certain models 
which they had a list of; and instantly set to 
work to put up those of Cond6, Valenciennes, 
Lille, Dunkirk, and several other of the beau- 
tiful models, which were begun to be executed 
as early as the reign of Louis the XlVth, and 
continued ever since, for the instruction and 
information of the Engineer Corps. When 
we entered, parties of Prussians were employed 
putting together large cases to transport them 
to Prussia. I never 9a w mortification and 
indignation more strongly depicted, than in the 
countenance of the invalid soldiers and of this 
officer, while he was tellipg us, that he had iq 
vain represented the circumstance to the 



140 PARIS, IN THE 

Minister, who had not taken any notice of it, 
or he supposed had not the power to prevent it; 
which was no doubt correct enough. 

Formerly no person was admitted without 
an order from the sovereign ; and that was the 
most difficult thing imaginable for a stranger to 
obtain, for very obvious reasons. 

The Battle of Lodi is executed with a pre- 
cision that must astonish every one who sees it: 
Buonaparte is on his white charger, with his 
aid-du-camp in the act. of being killed by his 
side. The bridge is thronged with troops rush- 
ing on to the attack, oh whom the fire from the 
Austrian batteries is pouring death and de- 
struction. The whole battle, with the retreat- 
ing Austrian army, is displayed in the most 
surprising manner ; the smoke appears to come 
from the diflFerent cannon, and even musketry; 
and pieces of tinsel are so managed, that the 
observer supposes he sees the fire vomiting 
forth from the guns, and from the houses in 
which the Austrians have taken shelter. 
Nothing can be more beautiful than these unri- 
valled designs of human talent and ingenuity; 
riot a house, a field, or even a tree of any 
growth, but is faithfully imitated. The roads 
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are regularly marked out, with their various 
windings ; and the sea-ports are as accurately 
laid down as in the most correct map. 

The plan of Brest and Toulon harbours, are 
on a prodigious scale ; so that any professional 
man might make himself complete master of 
their entrance, and the diflTerent points of de- 
fence, by an inspection of them. Several of 
our officers were present; and I could not help 
regretting, that the circumstance of their being 
to be seen was not more generally known before 
they are dispersed. It was a mere matter of 
accident that I found them out. The friends 
who accompanied me, were equally delighted 
and gratified with myself. 

I have been informed to-day, that the Prince 
of £ckmuhl has quitted the French army, and 
is said to have arrived in Paris. 1 have been 
likewise assured, that the British troops will 
soon move off to the frontier towns, and to- 
wards the coast of Normandy. This measure, 
one should think, must soon become necessary, 
from the difficulty of furnishing the supplies 
for such numbers. The French people are in- 
deed beginning to complain loudly, and to feel 
the incoavenience of supporting such bodies of 
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troops: and it is right they should, for they 
have long made other countries suffer enough 
by their system of requisition and plunder. 

I was told to-day, by respectable authority, 
that yesterday five Prussian soldiers were 
taken out of the river Seine, their bodies man- 
gled most dreadfully ; and some of the allied 
troops are constantly found missing from their 
quarters ; from which there is too much reason 
to apprehend that murders are perpetrated by 
the dispersed French soldiery. These circum- 
stances are carefully concealed, however, from 
the public, and indeed very little iDformation 
upon this or any other subject can be obtained 
from the papers, that can be relied on. 

In the evening we went to the Theatre de 
rOdeon, which is a handsome building, and the 
music very good, but some of the pieces they 
played were dull enough. The house was less^ 
crowded than any other public place I have 
seen in Paris. This maybe accounted for from 
the theatre being in a distant quarter of the 
city, which at such a moment strangers may 
not much like to visit at a late hour of the 
liight. The afterpiece was Le Soupe de Henri 
Quatre, containing many allusions to the pre« 
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sent interesting period, which were received 
with a good deal of applause. 

The air of Charmanie Gahrielle was loudly 
applauded. The following verses are sung by 
Catau, daughter to Michad the miller, who 
entertains the king at supper, without knowing 
his rank, but supposes him to be one of his 
majesty's attendants. — Catau is in love with 
Lucas. 

** Charmante Gabrielle, 

Perce de mille dards : 
Quand la gloire m'appelle 

Sous les drapeaux de Mars ; 
Cruelle departie ! 

Malheureux jour ! 
Que ne suis-je sans vie, 

Ou sans amour," 

Michau's son Richard sings with a melan- 
choly air, addressing himself to Henri : — 

«* Si le roi m*avait donne 
Paris sa grande ville, 
Et qu'il me fallAt quitter 
L'amour de ma mie; 
Je dirais au roi Henri ; 
Reprenez votre Paris ; 
J*aime mieux ma mie, 

O que 
JVime raieux ma mie/' 
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Richard is in love with Agatha. — It is an 
interesting little piece, taken from the Partie 
de Chasse. 

I remain, Dear Sir, 

Yours, &c. 
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Paris, July 28th, 1815. 
1>EAR SIR, 

We went this morDing to see the 
tnanufactory of the Gobelins, in the Rue 
Mouffetard, situated in the southern quarter 
of Paris. Several persons were employed in 
copying some of the celebrated pictures, taken 
from the Louvre for that purpose. One of 
them, which I recollect having been particu- 
larly struck with in the Gallery of Paintings, 
when I was last at Paris, is the subject of 
Brutus condemning his son, painted by La- 
thiere, at Rome, in 1811. Napoleon is sup- 
posed to be represented in that character, and 
it is certainly very like his other portraits.— ^^ 
The Gobelin manufacture of tapestry being in 
the hands of government, no private indivi- 
dual is allowed to purchase; but there is 
another manufactory at Beauvais, which is 
likewise very beautiful, although inferior. 

From the Gobelins we went to the Place de 
Saint Antoine, to see the model of the elephant, 
which is now nearly completed, previous to its 
being cast in bronze. It has taken three years 
to form it, and it is, without exception^ one 

L 
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of the greatest curiosities in Paris. It is made 
of wood, cased over with iron, and then 
plastered. To form a just idea of an animal 
seventy-two feet high, with a castle. on its 
back, it should be viewed, for it is impossible 
t5 give an i^d^quate idea of it in writing. The 
fctaircaie, which ascendfe spirally into the body, 
Ife in one 6f the hind-legs, and in the carcase 
to a sfidtfoy^ apartment, leading to the tower^ 
Which h to cbntain a reservoir for water, with 
li wrik rouftd it^ from Whencte the most ^xten^ 
MV« view of Piktin will be seen. 

Ih returning al^ng; the Boulevard du Temple, 
we stopped to view Ihebetiutiful fountain, wbiiiti 
stands oh one iside. I coald not discover that 
It had any other nadie than La Fonlliifie 4e ^ 
Boulevard de Saint Martin. The BouleVafddif 
the Tetttpie igind the htter join nearly at this 
sjxol. It b a tobdern edifice. 

Fttm the i^fd^s of the gr<eat basin, four lioaa 
of brobze ^pout stftdAttis of water ; ailnd (torn ^ 
centre springs a jet d^eau, falling in a cascade 
nU round into it^ affording a refreshing and 
beautiful (dbject iti wami wedth», atid thud . 
iitt^y supplying this quarttt* of the ^ity* 

The ftfwiee where the Temple tttood, wllieh 
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I visited iti May 1814, and which I «hall de« 
scribe as I thetl saw it, is now durfounded by 
a high Wall ; and where the body of the build- 
ings and its four towers stood/ there is now 
erected a palace, destined by Napoleon for the 
residence of the Ministre de la Religion. — 
What a change ! 

I cannot es:press the sort of disappointment 
1 experienced on discovering this alteration in 
a building which, on various accounts, I had 
been more desirous to examine than any other 
in Paris. The gardens remain as they were 
from the period of its being a religious founda- 
tion j and that part of the Temple only re- 
mains which was formerly occupied by the 
Commandant. The whole was in the act of 
being levelled to the ground by Buonaparte's 
orders* 

We had considerable difficulty to obtain 
admittance, as if they were unwilling to have 
it seen, even in its present state* When I 
enquired of the Commissaire, a surly looking 
fellow, Who acknowledged having resided there 
when it was a state prison, whether there were 
any dungeons under ground, and oubliettes^ he 
replied, that there had been places of confine- 
ment, but that the buildings of the Temple 

L 3 
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had been thrown down three or four years for 
erecting the present palace, and the rubbish 
had been thrown intp the vaults and casemates 
under ground. We perceived a great reluctance 
on this man's part to answer any questions 
respecting this horrid place. He no doubt had 
witnessed scenes which he either wished to 
forget, or was ashamed to avow. He told us 
that within the last four years the state pri- 
soners had all been transferred to the castle of 
Vincennes. 

Unwilling to give up the idea of seeing the 
part underground, I asked another man, <who 
luckily entered while we were making inqui- 
ries of the other if he would shew us the 
vaults, and offering him a handsome present. 
After some consultation they procured a light, 
when we descended into a place, the very recolr 
lection of which, while I am writing an 
account of it, freezes« me with horror. 

The damp gave us all severe colds, but other- 
wise we escaped better than we had a right to 
have expected -from so imprudent a measure. 
— Such was the state of the air in the subter- 
raneous passages, that the candle could with 
difficulty be kept in. 
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• We entered several dungeonS;^ through a gal- 
lery, which evidently used to be secured with 
heavy grated bars of iron, and through the 
most intricate passages, leading from one vault 
or dungeon to another. The second we came 
to had a square hole like a well,. and large 
enough to admit a man, in the centre of it y so 
that groping about in the dark, a person was 
certain to fall into it and perish in that misera- 
ble manner, which was the design of the 
oubliettes. I looked down, in order, if possible, 
to ascertain its depth ; but the damp vapours 
arising from the foulness of the air had nearly 
extinguished the lights and dreadful effluvia 
made us glad to quit the spot. But we visited 
several others, and saw quite sufficient to con- 
vince us, that the place we were then examin- 
ing had been the abode of death and oblivion, 
so often described. 

At every footstep, as we descended, the 
merciless and sanguinary atrocities which had 
been committed within its walls, where thou- 
sands have been condemned and executed, un- 
heard by those savage judges, in whose breasts 
every spark of justice and humanity was ex- 
tinguished, were forcibly recalled to the mind. 
This loathsome monument of tyranny and 



oppression, like the Bastile, will seen b^ for- 
gotten, the worknaen having received orderi 
to complete its destruction with all possible 
speed. 

It is curious to reflect on the transforn^ation. 
A temple of religion rising up from amidst the 
ruins of a prison, which yet reeks with tht 
blood of its victims t 

I remain f Dear Sir» 

Yours* &p* 
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Pari*, July, W15- 
PEAR SIR, 

During the course of last autumi^ 
I became acquainted with ap officer who hacl 
served with Captain Wright at the time he 
was taken. This gentleman informed me, that 
he had just escaped from a long imprisonment 
in France, during which he had been five 
years in solitary confinement in the dungeons 
of the Temple, and other prisons; and was 
afterwards removed to Verdun, from which 
place he had effected a. most miraculous escs^pte,. 
by jumping from the ramparts of the casU^ 
into the riv^r Meuse, fronx a height so drea<J>» 
ful> that nothing but desperation, and a te^Iii^ 
tion tp perish or accomplish his purpose, could 
have tempted him tp risk. After sustainii^g 
the most ^xtraprdinary ^nd ptainful fatigues aQ4 
privations, and evading the vigilance of th^ 
police officers, (by personating a Polish Jew,) 
who w^re ^very wher^ in 9^nh of him, he 
reached th^ si^a cpii^t in Fltindera, and was 
taken QD board an Sn^lisb &igate by some 
fi^bepnii^ni wbovti Ive bad succeeded in bribing 
\ii\%h, ^tie «k9»^y k» ksd imiYidMi bisBMlf with 
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to pay the conductor that accompanied him 
from Verdun, and who had treacherously de- 
serted, after robbing him of his valisse (which 
the man supposed contained bis money,) while 
he lay fast asleep in a wood; but who only 
obtained a few things of no value, the money 
having been fortunately secreted round his 
body. This gentleman related to me several 
very interesting circumstances relative- to the 
treatment of his unfortunate commander, who 
perished in the Temple, after having been 
cruelly murdered, by being twice put to the 
torture. 

This gentleman received a note from Cap- 
tain Wright, written shortly before he perished, 
desiring, that if he survived, he would say, 
that he had been tortured, and that he expect- 
ed to be murdered ; but that he should never 
betray any thing intrusted to him, or act un- 
worthily of his country and his rank as a Cap- 
tain in the British navy. — Brave, and noble 
hero ! 

This gentleman, whose name I do not men- 
tion, because I conclude he will himself pub- 
lish his interesting account, was himself re- 
peatedly, threatened with the torture, and the 
instruments were displayed before him ; but he, 
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like his nobl6 companion, resolutely persisted 
in his refusal to say a word. 

The unhappy Captain Wright was attended 
by a French surgeon, employed in that horrid 
place, who compassionated his sufferings, and 
who did not long survive him. From what 
cause was not known, but through him Cap- 
tain Wright communicated to his friend the 
melancholy and shocking details of his suf- 
ferings. 

On my return to England, this year, a friend 
sent me the following conversation, which 
recently passed between Napoleon and an 
English nobleman, in which he throws the 
ignominy of Captain Wright's sufferings on 
others ; and I have reason to know that this 
interesting document is genuine. It passed on 
board the Bellerophon, a day or two before he 
quitted this country for St. Helena: — 

N. Why do the English dislike me? I al- 
ways entertained the highest opinion of them ; 
and always wished for peace with England ? 

A. They disapproved your conduct in Egypt, 
with regard to poisoning your own wounded 
soldiers, and shooting some of the Turks. 



154 PARIS, JN TljIB 

jy, I ne^er ordered opium to be admmisler^cjl 
to my wounded soldiers, but froin motive^ of 
mercy ; neither did I ever order a Turk to be 
9bot but in self-defence, and to prevent the 
destruction of my own people.-^Wbat more 
do the English say against me ? 

^. That you murdered Captain Wirigbt. 

Ji» I never till this moment heard his name. 
—Well, have you any more charges to ^^^ 
hibit ? 

4* The murder of the Due d'Eogbie^. 

N. G barge Talleyrand with that; for I am 
ianocent. 

The Englishman now a^kod the f^ltewwg 
questions :-^ 

Q. What is your opinion of Murat ? 

iV^, That he is a brave man in^ the field, bul 
too apt to expose bis persoa for % general 
officer. 

Q. What think you of the Austrian Em- 
pcror? 
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N. He is a good man, and always does right 
when acting from himself; but he wants firm- 
ness, and is therefore easily misled. 

Q. What think you of the Emperor of 
Kussia, aad the King of Prussisi ? 

N. The former is delightful in conversation; 
but false and crafty aa a Gre^k* The latter is 
a mere drill serjeaot. 

Every person who saw Napoleon when be first 
entered Torbay, represented him as ppssi^ssmg 
not only the most benevolent coaqtenance tb#y 
ever beheld, but a smile, some observed, abso^ 
hteljf angelic. When be quitted the BeUeFo- 
l^on, however, every kind of expression W9fl^ 
so completely banished from his face^ tb^t it 
became nothing more than a marble bust; 
and reraaioed thus void of animation till he 
had ascended the side of the Northumberland. 
The Bellerophon's side was manned by four 
sailors only when he quitted that ship ; and the 
Northumberland in the same manner to receive 
him. The marines, however, presented arms 
when he came upon deck: and the drum 
rolled twice. 
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Paris, July, 1815» 
DEAR SIR, 

In the afternoon of yesterday we 
went to the Opera, or the Cabinet Royal de 
Musique, to see the new ballet composed on 
the occasion of the King's restoration, called 
L'Heureux Retour^ in which several High- 
landers are introduced in compliment to the 
English, and dance a Scotch reel. The imita- 
tion of their mode of dancing was ridiculous 
and amusing enough. 

The opera was Anacreon chez Polycrate^ in 
three acts. In one passage of the opera, when^ 
Anacreon says— 

" Du vain secours de Mars nous n^avoDs pas besoio 
La Paix est dans les coeurs, et le plaisir nous garde," 

the audience rose up, cried*' Fiv^,*' and the 
applauses continued for some time. From the 
allusion to the present moment, the airs of 
Vive Henri and La Belle Gabrielle were sung 
with enthusiasm. 

Early this morning our party set out on 
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horseback to examine the environs of Paris. 
We first proceeded to the heights of Mont- 
martre, where the telegraph is erected on a 
tower of the Convent de Bellifee, and from 
whence we could command a most extensive 
view of Paris and the surrounding country, for 
a considerable distance. 

During the Revolution the unfortunate nuns 
had been driven from this spot, which is nearly 
a heap of ruins. A party of soldiers were 
cooking their messes among the tombs, with 
perfect indifference. I copied the following 
lines from one of the grave-stones, the rest were 
broken off.—- 

*' Helas ! Seigneur, qui pouvez commander 
A subvenir seul a not re ignorance, 
Enseignez nous ce qu*il faut demander 
Quand nous prions la divine puissance. 
Pere^verant en d^Tote oraison, 
O ! Seigneur Dieu, je veux ravir et prendre 
De vos bontes plus qu^humaine raison, 
Ne pent juger, esperer, ni comprendre. 
Rendons les mains k ce grand roi de gloire ; 
. Et le prions sans intermission ; 
Car c'est lui. • '* 

From this spot the eye is almost bewildered 
with the surrounding scenery. The domes and 
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ttecples of the city of Pari« betietth ;*-the 
plains and villages^ with their woods inteN 
tpersed ;--and the different eamps of th^ allied 
armieti scattered around, almost to the tops of 
the neighbouring hills, form the most interest^* 
log €9Up d^ml im^inable. 

As we descended the hill, the 13th and S6th 
English regiments, with several corps belonging 
to the German Legion, were marching up to 
relieve those that had held this important post 
since the fiftst entrance of the allied troops into 
Paris. 

We afterwards rode round by Bagatelle, and 
through the Bois de Boulogne, and from thence 
returned through the Champs Elys^es, 

The timber in the Bois de Boulogne appears 
to be diminishing rapidly: the troops make use 
of it for firing, and for the purpose of erecting 
huts ; so that in a short time there will be but 
few trees to be seen, which must be very mor- 
tifying to the Parisians, who resort to this place 
as we do to Hyde Park. 

Over the entrance of one of the gateways at 
the Barri^re de Moatmartre^ the following k^ 
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tem wtre very legible, through the eolouring 
with which thej had been washed over :*^ 

XHDXVlSlBlLTTfi, FRATERKlti, 

I.A RiPUBLlQHB, 

EGALITt, LIBERT^;, 

liA MO&T. 

The 9ame letters are to be seen on the Arch of 
the Port Saint Denis, and they appear nearly 
as fresh as if they had recently been placed 
there. One would almost be induced to be- 
lieve, that they have been restored by the 
republican party, by rubbing or washing off 
the coat of colouring that had been put over 
them. 

It is worthy of remark, with what indiffer- 
ence the police suffers these emblems of the 
revolutionary era to remain : perhaps the 
government may attach but little weight to 
such trifling circumstfmces; but I cannot view 
them with the same indifference, when advert- 
ing to the former political principles of some 
tf those individuals who are now in power» 

The house at Bagatelle* we were informed, 
was BOW occupied by smm Prussians. A« we 
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passed the grounds they appeared in good 
order; and some statues were observed inter^- 
spersed between the trees in the avenues and 
walks ; but the centinel at the gate would not 
permit us to enter. ' 

It is said, that a division of the British army 
is under orders to proceed to the coast, and that 
the Commander in Chief has been under the 
necessity of remonstrating with the French 
government, in consequence of the British 
troops being so ill supplied, which perhaps 
might be owing to their not having treated the 
French as the allies have done. Our people have 
for a considerable time been obliged to forage 
round the country for the supply of the cavalry, 
no measures having been adopted by the French 
authorities to thateflFect, and the horses are said 
to have been for many days without a feed of 
oats. This sort of forbearance and magnani- 
mity, (for which we are only laughed at,) has 
been lost upon them ; and it is high time to 
follow the system so successfully adopted by 
our allies, who are in want of nothing. 

The Paris papers announce the departure of 
Marshal Macdonald, Duke of Tarentuin, to 
disband the French army on the Loire. This 
measure may not, from all repoirts and appear- 
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ances, be so easily accomplished as they would 
teach the world to believe. 

Among the French commanders whose names 
do not appear in the list of traitors, is Da- 
voust ; and he is said to be at large ! Ewenthe 
King's friends are afraid of his want of vigour 
and firmness — they openly talk of it. 

The government is about to form a Royal 
Guard of twenty-five thousand men, to be 
composed of troops known to be devoted to 
their sovereign. Perhaps the King will then 
feel himself more secure/ and act with more 
resolution : but it is evident to every one, that 
there is a manifest apprehension at the present 
time, on his part, notwithstanding the procla- 
mations of his cabinet. The Buonapartists 
openly wear the tri-coloured ribbon ; they are 
to be seen at every place, and in every street. 
This sort of clemency may be considered as 
proceeding from the mildness and goodness of 
the King's disposition ; but it is cruelty to his 
loyal subjects, and encouraging to the disaf- 
fected. The army, it is plain, wish to dictate 
terms to the King; and the state of France at 
this moment is perhaps as unsettled as at any 
one period since the Revohition. He ought 
to apply the words of Polycrate, in the opera 

M 
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of Anacreon, which was represented the other 
night : — 

** Ma bont^ trop long-temps enhardit la coupable^ 
Qa'elle ^prouve Teffet de ma severite : 
Je dois, je veuz etre implacable.'' 

I remain, Dear Sir, 

Yours, &c» 
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Pari?, July 30th, 1815. 
DEAR SIR, 

1 HE interesting monument I saw 
the other day at the Petit Augustins, awaken- 
ed so strong a desire in me to visit Argenteuil, 
which is only distant between five and six 
miles from Paris, that I rode out there this 
morning. The town, like all those in the 
neighbourhood, is now very much neglected 
and deserted ; and there is very little to interest, 
except the ride, which is pleasant. 

The Abbey of Argenteuil was once cele- 
brated for its abbess, the beautiful and accom- 
plished Eloisa, whose unfortunate passion 
Pope has so pathetically described ; and who, 
after a long course of calamities, retired to con- 
secrate the remainder of her days in the Para- 
clete, which Abelard had made over to her and 
some faithful sisters of the order, who retired 
with her. How affecting are the lines in 
which she describes her retreat :— 

*i You rais'd these hallowed walls ; the desert smirdy 
And Paradise was opened in the wild. 
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No weeping orphan saw his Father*8 stores 
Our shrines irradiate, or emblaze the floors; 
No silver saints, by dying misers given, 
Here bribe the rage of ill-requited Heaven : 
But such plain roofs as piety could raise. 
And only vocal with the Maker's praise." 

PoPE*s Eloise. 

I am preparing to leave Paris to-morrow for 
Normandy. I have seen a great deal in the 
course of these few weeks, to amuse by its 
novelty and its interest, at such a period; and 
enough to disgust and sicken the heart : and I 
am now desirous to breathe a purer air. Those 
who may afterwards, arrive here will, I think, 
be greatly disappointed ; every thing is be- 
coming enormously dear, and will be, in all 
probability, soon raised to a greater price. 
The most interesting moment is passed ; many 
of our troops have already began their march, 
and it is said that the Guards and heavy dra- 
goons only are to remain here. The want of 
forage, which I have already noticed, and the 
uncomfortable way in which they have been 
lodged since their arrival, from the foreigners 
having, in the first instance, secured to them- 
selves the best quarters^ make it the more 
necessary. Notwithstanding which, I am 
proud to say, that the good conduct of the 
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British troops is every where the theme of 
praise and admiration amongst all classes of the 
French people. 

I reman, Dear Sir, 

Yours, &c. 



THE END. 
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